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Honake injures 21 people in Inn 

NICOSIA (AF) — A MUMtg earthquake early Monday injured 22 peo p l e 
m socitfacm Izuif damaged boon and me gomt p* **±*A residents 
rushing into the streets, Iran’s official ne w s agency said. The Mamie 
Republic News Agency (IRNA) sahl the earthquake sand at 1:50 
pyM OMT Sunday) and registered &S oo the Ridner jciSc. a 
dm can came severe damage. The agency said 20 people were iojoredm 
Dashtotan, 70 kilometres northwest of Bosbehr on the Gait It and 
another person was injured in the nearby village of Aabad and five houses 
were damaged in the vglage of Kalamch near Dasbtcstan. IRNA said the 
road to Kalamch ms Mocked by a IwdiMc. The geophysics of 
Tehran Ooivenity said the epicentre was 700 kilometres south of Tehran 
near the villages of Aabad and Kalamch northwest of Dasbtestsn. The 
quake was also felt in Bosbehr, where residents poured into the 

smet*. A devastating Jme 21 earthquake centred near Rndbtr. about 200 
kBomctres nort h w est of Tehran, killed 10/WO people. 
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Morocco pledges salary increases 

RABAT (APJ — The government Monday pledged to raise sauries, 
improve benefits and open a iop4evd investigation into rioting thaz 

erupted during a nationwide general strike. Unions officials and hnman 
rights groups itmutd dm the death toQ from Friday's rim was more than 
30. c o mp ared to the government figure of five deaths. More than 300 
people were injured. Prone Minister Azoddinc LaraLi, in a statement to 
parliament, pledged unspecified increases in salaries and social benefits. 
He said die government warned to resume talks Tuesday with unions and 
management in order to resolve nationwide labour disputes centred oo 
demands for higher pay. Laraki also announced that the governing*:: 
would form an inquiry coaumssiflfl composed of members of the executive 
branch and parliament. He said the commission would be headed by the 
president of the s up reme court, Mohammad Miko r ami would investigate 
why the riots started and bow they were handled. Earlier in the day, 
opposition poiitial parties on the right and left demanded a a independent 
inquiry into the rioting in Fes and other cities. 
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Lebanon hopes for 
papal visit 

VATICAN CITY (R) — Leba- 
non's new ambassador to the 
Vatican told Pope John Paul 
Monday be hoped the pontiff 
would visit his war-tom comm; 
soon. “We dare to hope. Your 
Holiness, that the desire that 
yon have e xp ressed so often to 
visit oar country can be realised 
very soon," Ambassador 
Antoine Jemha said at a cere- 
mony.. “The Lebanese, all 
Lebanese, would welcome yon 
in a climate of unity and redisco- 
vered peace," be said. In his 
address to the ambassador w 
Pope made oo reference to a 
visit. To make such a trip he 
would have to receive a formal 
invitation from Beirut. 

Ortega: Iraq could 
withstand strike 

MANAGUA (R) — Former 
Nicaraguan President Daniel 
Ortega said Sunday Iraq could 
hold up against a mili t ar y strike 
and was likely to retaliate first 
against Israel and Saudi Arabia. 
Ortega told reporters that Iraqi 
“President Saddam Hussein and 
other Iraqi leaders feel sure that 
a massive air attack... would not 
destroy the offensive capacity of 
their country and that their 
counter-offensive action would 
be felt against Israel and Saudi 
Arabia.” The Sandhnsca leader, 
who said he had been to the Gulf 
to help promote peace on behalf 
of the Third World, met with 
Sadism Coring visits to Iraq 
Nov. 14-15 and Nov. 29 to Dec. 
2 . 

De Malziere not 
not to Join cabinet 

BONN (AP) — Lothar de 
Malziere, who headed East Ger- 
many's short-lived democratic 
government, said Monday he 
would not be a member of Un- 
ited Germany’s fir st govern- 


ly denied allegations that be 
worked for Stasi, the now- 
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police. A deputy leader of Chan- 

cellor Helmut KohTs governing 

Q>rw fiBn Democrats, he bad 
been mentioned as a probable 
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snsomoed the unexpected dec- 
sum to peport e rs in Bonn after 
meeting with Kohl and Interior 
Minister Wolfgang Schancblc. 
Sdiuudde said Kohl would re- 
spect the 
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ABU DHABI (Agencies) — 

Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akhar Velayaxi arrived Monday 
on the fourth leg of a Gulf tour 
that falls ahead of the annual 
mwnni. of the six-nation Golf 
Cooperation Council (GCC). 
Veh^afi postponed a weekend 
trip to the Soviet Union to con- 
duct the GCC tour, beginning ft 

Sunday in Qatar, the host for the 

««■»'»* » starting next Saturday. 
He also visited Oman and 
Bahrain after Qatar. He returns 
home before a crip to Sweden 
starting Tuesday. He has been 

received by the leaders of each 
country to deliver messages from 
Iranian President Hashemi Raf- 
sanjanl. 


Franco- 1 ran fan 

talks halted 

PARIS (R) — Talks between 
France and Iras to resolve a 
long-standing financial dispute 
have been suspended with the 
return home of Iranian D epu t y 
Foreign Minister Mahmoud 
Vaezi, French officials said 
Monday. “The talks are not 
over. But they are effectively 
suspended because the Iranians 
who came here to negotiate went 
home last week without a date 
being set for a next round,” a 
French official told reporters. 

Sterile flies 
reach Libya 

TUNIS (R) — About 3.5 million 
sterile male flies have arrived 
Libya as part of a U.S.-backed 
campaign to eradicate the screw- 
worm, a deadly flesh-earing pa- 
rasite that threatens livestock 
throughout Africa. The flies are 
the first co nsignmen t to arrive 
from a joint U.S. -Mexican plant 
at Chiapo de Goiso in Mexico. 
They reached Tripoli airport 
Sunday, the Libyan news agency 
JANA said Mondy (see story aa 
Z). 



Badran 
Gulf 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Mndar Badran, 
seeking an Arab solution to the 
Gulf crisis deadlock, beld talks 
with Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad in Damascus Monday. 

Badran, welcomed on arrival 
by Prime Minister Mahmoud 
Zoubi, Foreign Minister Farooq 
Sharaa and senior officials, told 
repo r ters he was carrying a ver- 
bal message to Assad from His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

He stressed the importance of 
“contacts and consultations 
among Arab countries which 
help bring closer viewpoints on 
various matters.” He did not 
elaborate. 

A Jordanian minis ter in Am- 
man speaking on condition of 
anonymity said that the purpose 
of Badran's visit was to discuss 
ways of achieving peace in tire 
Gulf. 

Another well-placed Jorda- 
nian official, also speaking on 
condition of anonymity, told the 
Associated Press char Badran's 


visit was part of a joint 
Jordatrian-AJgerian effort to 
bring Iraq and Saudi Arabia 
t og e th er for a negotiated settle- 
ment of the Gulf crisis. 

Algeria has adopted a similar 
attitude to that of Jordan on the 
Gulf crisis. 

Algerian President Chadli 
Benjodid toured Middle East 
capitals last week in an effort to 
mediate an inter-Arab settle- 
ment. In a period of ax days be 
visited Jordan, Iraq, Iran, 
Oman, Syria, Lebanon and 
Egypt. 

Benjedid was also expected to 
visit Saudi Arabia but the same 
diplomatic sources said he was 
informed by Saudi Arabia that 
his projected visit had been post- 
poned. 

Arab diplomatic sources said 
Benjedid's effort was directed at 
arranging a meeting between 
Iraqi Praddent Saddam Hussein 
and King Fabd of Saudi Arabia. 

The diplomatic sources said, 
however, that the Saadis made it 


dear such a meeting could only 
come about after Iraq’s com- 
plete withdrawal from Kuwait. 

Another Arab diplomat stres- 
sed that Benjedid’s mission had 
not faflnrf and that it will -even- 
tually lead to an Iraqi- Saudi 
meeting soon." 

He said that Benjedid. who 
ended his regional tour, win 
“pay a private visit to Saudi 
Arabia sometime soon ... so that 
his visit will not be interpreted as 
pan of the peace missioa.” 

A Syrian statement said Assad 
and Benjedid agreed in Damas- 
cus Sunday that a solution to the 
Gulf crisis could be achieved 
only through U.N. proposals. 
Benjedid did not fully agree with 
this in remarks made in Cairo 
Monday. 

A Jordanian official quoted by 
Reuters said Badran would try 
to evaluate the outcome of the 
mission by Benjedid, a veteran 
Arab trouble-shooter. 

Badran returned home later 
Monday. 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The pres- 
idents of Algeria and Egypt said 
Monday the Arabs have been 
unable to come up with concrete 
plans for a peaceful settlement 
of the Gulf crisis but that some 
hope remains. 

“We have no specific prog- 
ramme through which we can 
move towarils a solution, but I 
believe there still are possibili- 
ties for a peaceful settlement,” 
Algerian President Chadli Ben- 
jedid told a news conference. 
President Hbsm Mubarak, his 
Egyptian host, stood at his side. 

Benjedid based the assess- 
ment on a tour that took him to 
Jordan, Iraq, Iran, Oman, Syria 
and Lebanon before Egypt. He 
flew to Libya from Egypt Mon- 
day. 

An expected stop in Saudi 
Arabia was dropped, reportedly 
because the Saudis objected to 
ap parent lade of flexibility by 
Iraq. 

Benjedid said consultation 
with King Fahd in Saudi Arabia 
“is still on my pr ogramme." He 
added: “No date has been set, 
but this is my first tour..., and I 
may meet with King Fabd in the 


next few days or weeks.” 

But be sidestepped a question 
on whether Iraq showed any 
willingness to withdraw from 
Kuwait. 

He also disputed a reporter’s 
suggestion that Iraqi President 
Hnwein rejected talks 
with the United States, as prop- 
osed by President George Bush, 
because of a disagreement on 
dates. 

“I do not believe there was a 
rejection of the dialogue,” he 
said. “This is my personal de- 


vi 


ft 


On Sunday, an official Syrian 
statement, speaking after Ben- 
jedid met with President Hafez 
A1 Assad in Damascus, pictured 
Benjedid as having given up on 
an Arab sedation to the problem 
in favour of an international 
one. In the news conference, 
Benjedid disagreed. 

He said h<rtontinues to favour 
Arab efforts, “which I hope 
would achieve something of a 
nucleus for a solution,” box that 
there can be no “100 per cent 
Arab solution.... 

“We must take into account 
m tena ti onal opinion and inter- 


national resolutions. 

He said the Palestinian prob- 
lem remained “at the core” of 
regional unrest but that h should 
not be “organically linked” with 
the Gulf crisis as demanded by 
Iraq. Such linkage would be 
“illogical and unobjective,” he 
added. 

Benjedid characterised his 
tour as “merely an effort by 
Algeria to join the overall Arab 
and international efforts” to end 
peacefully the crisis. 

The Algerian president con- 
ferred with Mubarak immediate- 
ly after he arrived in Cairo Sun- 
day night. They talked again 
Monday morning before Ben- 
jedid left. 

In his remarks, Mubarak 
appeared to deny news reports 
that Benjedid carried a specific 
proposal to ease the crisis. 
“There are no initiatives on the 
(Arab) scene as some people 
imagin e,” he said. 

In reply to a question, he said: 
“To tell the truth, we have no 
method for a solution. We are 


(Continued on page 4> 


NATO demands pullout, 
approves EC- Aziz meeting 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — 
NATO foreign ministers dosed 
T anks Monday behind Washing- 
ton’s hardline stance on tee Gulf 
but approved of an Iraqi request 
for talks with the European 
Community (EC) to avert war. 

TfaHari Foreign Minister Gian- 
ni de Michclis 


The statement was issued after 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker met with hb NATO coun- 
terparts to the Gulf cri- 


Him in Rome later this week, 
although a disput e over dates 
hari put on bold a proposed 
meeting with U.S. President 
George Bush. 

The 16 NATO countries, 
which iodnde 11 of the EC's 12 
members, issued a tough state- 
ment on the Gulf rejecting any 
partial so lu t io n s to tee crisis 

which erupted when Iraq in- 
vaded Kuwait in August 2. 

But the NATO ministers gave 
their blessing to Iraqi talks with 
Italy, currently die EC presi- 
dent, and possible dbcassi o ns 
involving U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar. 

The ministers said such talks 
should be used only to impress 
upon Iraq text it must withdraw 
from Kuwait immediately and 

unconditionally. 

“Complete Iraqi withdrawal 
from Kuwait and tee restoration 
of the sovereignty and legitimate 
government of Kuwait are une- 
quivocal conditions for a peace- 
ful solution. There can be no 
partial solutions," tee s tat e me n t 


While tee allies said they 
hoped war could be averted in 
the Gulf, they reaffirmed their 
pledge to abide by all United 
Nations resolutions. 

“The responsibility now bes 
with the government of Iraq to 
ensure peace by complying fully 
trite the mandatory United Na- 
tions derisions.” tee statement 


The ministers ssid they would 

resist any effort by Iraq to use 

the talks to delay meeting s Jan. 
15 UJI. deadline au t h ori sing the 
use of foroe to drive it from 


NATO Secretary Genera! 
Manfred Woemer opened Mon- 
day’s m mis trial meeting at the 
NATO headquarters. 

“The solidarity of all allies and 
their determination to imple- 
ment in full (United Nations) 
Security Council resolutions 
n pintf Iraq remain firm,” he 
added. 

Italy’s de Mkhehs told repor- 
ters Baker still wanted to meet 
with Saddam. He mentioned no 
date for such a meeting which 
Bnsh has said most occur by Jan. 
3 at tee latest. Baker, r e j ec ti ng 
an Iraqi proposal for a Jan. 12 
meeting in Baghdad , said Sun- 
day be remained hopeful he can 
see by Jan. 3. 

Italy currently holds the rotat- 

ing EC presidency. 

De VficfaeKs said the EC wffl 

decide Tuesday whether to go 
ahead with the planned visit to 
Rome this week by Aziz. 

In their statement, the NATO 

ministers said Aziz’s meeting 
with de Mkhefis” 


contribution” to a peaceful set- 
tlement of die Gulf crisis. 

Aziz’s visit to Rome had in- 
itially b ee n s che du led for tins 
week, after a meeting between 
the Iraqi foreign minister and 
Bush in Washington on Monday. 
But the session with Bush was 
cancelled in a dispute over Bak- 
er’s return visit to Baghdad. 

Arriving for the NATO meet- 
ing, Baker said Saddam had stiO 
not offered an acceptable date 
for him so visit Baghdad. 

“No, nothing new today,” 
Baker said as he entered NATO 
headquarters. Officials said he 
remained willing to proceed with 

the talks, if necessary on Christ- 
mas day, if the dispute over the 
dates could be resolved. 

A senior Canadian official 
told reporters Baker complained 
to ministers that European allies 
were not doing enough to help 
the United States in the Gulf, 
although he did not repeat speci- 
fic requests for aid and troops. 


ters had spoken out on the im- 
portance of the U.N. enforcing 
its will over Iraq if it was to stand 
any of operat in g effec- 

tively in futu re. 

“If it does fail, tee world will 
became even more unpredict- 
able... it will be an awfully dark 
time.” the official said. 

Canadian External Affairs 
Ministers Joe Clark asserted 

Iraq was playing games by tailing 
to offer a serious dare and 
should stop trying to manipulate 
what might be its last chance to 

(Continued on page 5) 


Hope remains for Arab 
solution in Gulf — Benjedid 


War would hurt entire planet 


King 


I 



PARIS (Agencies) — His 
Majesty King Hussein has 
warned that war is the Gulf 
would have devastating con- 


sequences around the globe. 

“1 bebve no one is aware of 
what might happen if this area 
erupts is conflict... the human 
losses, the very deep wounds 
not only is the Arab World 
but for all Muslims and the 
rest of tee world.'’ he told 
French Television in an inter- 
view in Amman. 

“We must be conscious of 
the economic shock which 
would affect the whole world, 
and the scale of tee environ- 
mental disaster,” he told the 
state-owned Antenne-2 net- 
work. 

“The situation has been 
very tense but if war breaks 
out now. we will find 
ourselves on the edge of a 
precipice and no one knows 
what tee outcome will be for 
the world." 

King Hussein, who attemp- 
ted to mediate between Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein and 
other Arab leaders after Iraq’s 
takeover of Kuwait Aug. 2, 
said be hoped R»ghH»rf and 
Washington would settle their 


dispute over tee dates of talks. 

“I hope tee Americans are 
working for peace, towards a 
settlement of regional prob- 
lems,” be said. "The United 
States can, if it wants, do a lot 
for peace in this area. I hope 
they will." 

Replying to a question, tee 
King said: 

“1 am always as optimist 
and I hope that logic and 
reason will prevail and good- 
will. But at the same time I am 
really c oncerned because of 
the two elements that are mis- 
sing so far and one of teem is 
the Arab-Arab dialogue 
which we tried to create, since 
the outset, between the con- 
cerned parties. But nothing 
has happened so far, and the 
other is a dialogue between 
the world as represented by 
the United States in this par- 
ticular crisis and Iraq.” 

In reply to another question 
about the real intentions of 
the United States in the re- 
gion, the King said: 

“I had hoped that they are 


concerned about tee interna- 
tional legitimacy, and if teat is 
tee case teen there is another 
problem that has bees with us 
for 23 years with similar na- 
ture — a problem which re- 
quires the attention of tee 
world in all its merits and that 
is the Israeli- Palestinian prob- 
lem and the Arab- Israeli prob- 
lem. I certainly hope that it 
will be demonstrated tea: the 
world is concerned tc ensure 
that international legitimacy 
still applies everywhere. On 
the other hand, we have been 
working for years with 
Europe, with tee rest of tee 
world and trying to persuade 
the United Sums to accept 
the idea of an international 
conference under the auspices 
of the five permanent mem- 
bers of the U.N. Security 
Council and with the parti- 
cipation of all parties to tee 
conflict, including tee Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation, 
the legitimate representative 
of tee Palestinian people to 
resolve this problem. 


Israelis bar Palestinians 
from entering Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli forces 
Mocked thousands of Palesti- 
nians from entering Jerusalem 
Monday and barred Palestinians 
from the historic mosques in tee 
city’s Haram A1 Sharif complex. 

The heightened measures 
were aimed at heading off 
dashes with Jewish extremists 
and to prevent protests over 
Israel's decision to expel four 
Palestinians from the occupied 
Gaza Strip. 

Police denied a request by the 
Jewish extremist group ‘Temple 
Mount Faithful" to go to tee 
Haram AJ Sharif, but more than 
a dozen members of the group 
marched nearby with Israeli 
flags. 

Tension over a planned march 
by the group helped set off the 
massacre of Oct. 8 in which over 
20 Palestinians died is Israeli 
gunfire. 

Students at die closed Bir Zeii 
University in tee West Bank 
held a march and stoned police 
to protest the planned expul- 


sions of four alleged members of 
the fundamentalist movement 
Hamas. Israel Radio reported. 
Police dispersed the demonstra- 
tion with tear-gas and rubber 
bullets and arrested four protes- 
ters. it said. 

Policemen screened elderly 
Palestinians and women 
to enter the two mosques is the 
Haram A1 Sharif complex. Hun- 
dreds of young men were turned 
back at the heavily guarded 
gates of tee mosque. 

In a new leaflet on Monday, 
Hamas called on followers to go 
to A1 Aqsa “to stand up against 
the provocations of extremists 
and government." 

A delegation from the U.S. 
council of churches visited Mus- 
lim officials on the mosque to 
express solidarity with Palesti- 
nians. 

Below the mosque, Gershon 
Salomon led some 25 followers 
into prayers at the Wailing Wall 
while scores of policemen stood 
guard. 

The zealots lit a candle-light at 


the wall and marched under 
police escort outside the walls of 
the Old City. 

Israel resurrected its con- 
troversial expulsion policy after 
a 16-month break to try to calm 
rising public anxiety about stab- 
bing aftacks on Jews since the 
Oct. 8 massacre. 

Sixty Palestinians have been 
expelled in the three-year 
Palestinian uprising, but Israel 
stopped the practice in August 
1989, reportedly under U.S. 
pressure. 

The announcement of re- 
newed expulsions drew immedi- 
ate criticism from U.S. officials, 
who say that expelling people 
from the occupied territories 
violates international law. 

The English-language Jeru- 
salem Post reported Monday 
that Israeli officials viewed the 
U.S. objections as “pro forma.” 

However, Israeli officials and 
analysts expressed fears the ex- 
pulsions orders would weaken 

(Continued on page 4) 


Iraq rejects American ‘dictates’; 
Bush says deadline remains Jan. 15 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
said Monday it would not lez the 
United States dictate the dates 
of their meetings on the Gulf 
crisis, insisted it would never 
give up Kuwait and alerted 
Baghdad residents to an air-raid 
blackout drill. 

“We want peace, we want 
dialogue for peace, we respect 
legitimacy, we want to imple- 
ment international law on the 
issues of our (Arab) Nation," 
said a statement after a joint 
meeting of tee Revolutionary 
Command rnnnril and the rul- 
ing Baath Party, chaired by Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein. 

“But we reject c api t u lation 
and ridicule those wbo imagine 
we will capitulate. 

“We refuse dates imposed by 
one party as the leader of the 
United States wants. We are 
committed to our rights as a 


sovereign state... 

Iraq is locked in dispute with 
the United States over tee dates 
for the U.S.-proposed talks. 

In what diplomats said was a 
possible sign of progress. U.S. 
Charge d’ Affaires Joseph Wil- 
son met Foreign Ministry 
Under-Secretary Nizar Ham- 
doun Monday to discuss dates. 

The meeting, requested by tee 
U.S. side, was die first for two 
days, the diplomats said. 

A meeting between Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz and 
President George Bnsh, tenta- 
tively set for Monday, was called 
off after the two sides failed to 
agree on when Secretary of State 
James Baker should visit Sad- 
dam is return. 

The United States has sug- 
gested any day from Dec. 20 to 
Jan. 3 for the Bush- Aziz meeting 
but rejected Iraq’s sole offer of 


Jan. 12 as too near tee United 
Nations' Jan. 15 deadline for 
Baghdad to quit Kuwait or face 
war. 

“Our belief in Kuwait as part 
of Iraq is unflinching and the fact 
that it is the 19th province is a 
fact that our people and the 
armed forces are dealing with as 
a great gain,” the statement of 
the Iraqi leadership said. 

It said Iraq wanted a uniform 
standard to apply on im- 
plementing all Security Council 
resolutions, including those on 
the Palestinian issue and Leba- 
non. 

Bush said Monday be still 
hoped for talks with Iraq but 
warned that there would be no 

extension of the U.N. deadline 

giving Iraq until Jan. 15 to quit 
Kuwait or face war. 

(Continued on page 5) 


New U.S 

draft 
said to 
omit call 
for peace 
conference 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
United States has circulated a 
new working paper critical of 
Israeli actions in the occupied 
territories that deplores Israel's 
decision to renew tee expulsion 
of Palestinians, a United Nations 
Security Council source said 
Monday. 

The U.S. paper is the latest in 
a series aimed at softening a 
resolution submitted las: month 
by four non-aligned members of 
the council that has been the 
subject of intense negotiations. 

The main focus of the resolu- 
tion, sponsored by Colombia, 
Cuba, Malaysia and Yemen, is 
on ways of protecting the 
Palestinian inhabitants of the 
occupied territories. 

But agreement has been com- 
plicated by a reference to an 
international Middle East peace 
conference. The United States 
opposes tins as being open to 
interpretation as a concession to 
Iraq, which has demanded that 
any solution to the crisis caused 
by its invasion of Kuwait muss be 
linked to ending the Arab-Israel 
conflict. 

The United States is anxious 
not to use its veto for fear of the 
effect on tee Arab members of 
the alliance it has fashioned to 
confront Iraq. 

The U.S. draft was reported 
to make no mention of a Middle 
East peace conference, relegat- 
ing this to an accompanying 
Statement to be issued by the 
council president. 

Another closed-door meeting 
of a working group comprising 
representatives of the United 
States, Finland and Yemen was 
set for Monday and it remained 
uncertain whether the council 
would be ready to vote at a 
public session scheduled for later 
in the day. 


Soviet minister, Iraqis discuss contract penalties 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — A 
Soviet envoy opened calks Mon- 
day with Iraqi officials on their 
demands that Moscow pay 
penalties to terminate the con- 
tracts of Soviet workers in Iraq. 

A Soviet diplomat, speaking 
on condition of anony m ity, said 
the contract issue threatens to 

delay the departure for 2.565 
Soviet workers who want to 
leave Iraq. 

In Moscow, a Soviet Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said that tee 
government would be prepared 
to pay Iraq to solve die row over 


“Our economic relationship 


cuu it remains to be seen wbo 
will pay what to whom... we 

would be prepared to pay to get 
our people out of Iraq," Vitaly 

C hurkin raid repairers after a 


briefing. 

Iraq demands that Moscow 
accept responsibility for any 
breach of contract caused by the 
withdrawal of the 2,300 Soviet 
advisers. 

A spokesman for the Soviet 
embassy in Baghdad said earlier 
that Iraq was refusing to let the 
experts leave until the dispute 
was resolved. Churkin said he 
had not received confirmation of 

this. 

Most of the experts work in 

the oil industry, which has been 
crippled by the sanctions im- 
posed by the United Nations 
since Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion of 

Kuwait. 

Vladimir Mordvinov, a deputy 
minister at the Soviet Foreign 

Economic Relations Minisry, 

was meeting with acting Oil 
Minister Hussein Kamel and De- 


puty Prime Minister Sadoun 
Hamate. 

Another Soviet official, Sergei 
Araltilyan, a. deputy minister at 

the Petroleum Refining and Pet- 
rochemical Ministry, has been in 
RngftHaH for more than three 
weeks to try to finalke au agree- 
ment on contracts in the oil and 
power generating fields. 

“We would like to speed up 


measures in Baghdad,” said 

Churkin in Moscow. 

“ All the questions concerning 
Soviets leaving Baghdad are 
being discussed by representa- 
tives of the Soviet government.. . 
the purpose of that mission h to 
discuss with the Iraqi side all the 
aspects of the stay of the Soviet 

experts in Iraq,” he said. 

Iraq's Revolutionary Com- 
mand Council decided Dee. 1 


that all the remaining Soviets 
can leave. But it demanded that 
tee Soviet Union compensate 
Iraq for terminating their work 

contracts. 

The Soviet Union welcomed 
the decision and said it was 
willing to pay compensation for 
breaking the contracts of the 

remaining Soviet workers. 

However, sources say the Ira- 
qis have not yet received an 
official pledge of payment from 
the Soviet Union and the two 
sides still have to agree on the 
amount and the payment sche- 
dule. 

The Soviet diploma! would 
aot say if Moscow is willing to 
pay the amount of compensation 

demanded by Iraq. Neither side 
has revealed the amount the 
Iraqis are requesting. 
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safety of cfagdreo at home. research cnabKshn* 

American anti-war activist 
finally gets visa to Iraq 


By Debbie Lovett 

Special to the Jordan Times 
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AMMAN — After waiting pa* 
tiendy in Amman for a visa to 
Iraq far two and a half months, 
Wnixam Brown, an American 
Vietnam veteran, left for Bagh- 
dad Monday to pursu e Us one-mao 
mission of speaking out »pn,tt 
war in the Gulf. 

A down-to-earth family man 
who was discharged from the 
army on medical grounds, the 


from Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 
hopes to meet Iraqi President 
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dad. Hie is not a pacifist since be 
believes “in fighting for what 
you believe in.” 

“I am fighting U.S. President 
George Bosh; mine is a war 
against war,” said Brown just 
before he left. “It is not the 
politicians who go to war and it 
is not their children who get 
killed. It is people Hke me, die 
common people, the ones who 
have no voice,” said Brown in 
explaining why he was going *o 
Baghd ad, 

Throughout his ten-week stay 
in Amman, Brown has seen 
many peace delegations pass 
through the country, but had his 
visa application continually 
turned down until p l e as ure from 
friends and officials in Jordan 
became too much for. the visa- 
issuing powers a few days ago 
and they relented. 

There seems to be do reason 
behind the trouble Biown has 
had obt ainin g a visa e xc e pt “if 
you’re apart of a group you Ifivie 
do real identity, 'but if you’fif on - 
’yofa own everyfiSng is footed v *‘ 
on yon as an individual.” 
Another reason for the problem 
Brown had in getting a visa may 
have been that he was “not just 
requesting a visa but also an 
audience with Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein on the same 
application.” 

At the airport Monday Brown 
was reluctant to talk to journal- 
ists. “I didn't come here to get 



my name in the papers,” be said, 
“and I haven't done an ythi n g 
yet. All I've been doing is waft- 
ing for my visa.” 

During his pr o longed wait in 
Jordan, Brown took part in 
several mar ches and rallies in 
solidarity with Iraq and in sym- 


be kn 
really 


>, will be the only ones 
focted by the U.N.- 
blockade on the coun- 


leaders of American churches 
r e pre sen ti n g 42 nnQion Amer- 
icans also left for Iraq Monday. 
The delegation came together 
following a meeting of the 
National Counql_qf Churches jp^ 
Christ wtaicfr was be)d i» Novefh-J 
her ini Portland; Oregon. 

The church leade r? are on a 
peace mission and feel strongly 
that the Golf crisis should be 
solved in an Arab- Arab forum 
and that Jordan shonld be 
allowed to play a major role. 

Other two American church 


gion. One is in Israel and the 
other is visiting Lebanon ami 


Fund to finance small-size 
income-generating projects 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Indust- 
rial Development Bank (IDB) 
has created a special fund for 
development and employment 
benefiting private citizens and 
groups by financing their 


A bank spokesman said that 
the fund would soon start offer- 
ing grants and low-interest loans 
for projects designed to stuno- 
late the socio-economic sector in 
the country, especially 


rural and less fortunate or (ess 
developed regions of the King- 
dan. 

'“The fund wQl be financing 
suuO-stze projects, Kkc those 
per tainin g to the socio-economic 
infrastructure, for financing the 
purchase of equipment and for 


The announcement of the 
c reat ion of the fund coincided 
with one by the European Com- 
munity office here which said in 
a statement that th e Eur opean 
Investment Bank (EIB), the 
European Community's bank 
for long term finance, was sup- 
porting small and medmzn-sized 
industrial projects in Jordan with 
more than $115 million. The 
funds, it said, are provided in die 
form of a global loan to the 


projects,” the spokesman 
added. 


for relending in smaller 
amounts. 

ft 

The IDB plays an important 
role in providing medium and 
kmg-tenn finance for small and 
medium-sized industrial ven- 
tures. I nclud ing the c ur r en t 
loan, the EXB has advanced 37 3 
millio n E ur o pea n C ur renc y Un- 
its (ECUs) ($44.76) mfition) in 
global loans to IDB, of which 3.8 
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Italian envoy stresses his country’s 
condemnation of Israeli practices 


/ '.i;*' , "p 


da (Pecra photo) 

Japan grants $83 m loan 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The ment's contribution towards 


AMMAN (J.T,) — Italian 
A mba s sa dor here Francesco de 
Courten Monday voiced his 
country's total condemnation of 
Israel's illegal practices against 
the Palestinian people m the 
Occupied Arab territories and 
said that ebe Esropcss Coo- 
muo i ty (EC) countries strongly 


In his st at ement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, the Italian 
ambassador said the European 
Cotnmaniry called on Israel to 
c onfor m to the win of the inter- 
national community by im- 


moKtkui of Arab 
ponation of Palesth 
and restrictions of 


solutions concerning tbc protec- 
tion of the civilian population 


homes, de- under occu p a ti on. 


Japanese government is granting harking the Kingdom’s 1991 Ss- and restrictions of the Palesti- 

Jordan £83 million in what was cal budget. nuns' movements, 

described by the Jordan News Last month Japan announced Emphasising the i m por t a nce 
Agency, Petra, as a correc ti ve it was o ffe ring Jordan a $100 of the ECs declaration pasted 

loan for industry and trade, million loan as part of its assist- by the eommumsy members in 


accor di ng to memoranda signed ance to the Kingdom to help ft 
here Monday. purchase various commodities 


The Ministry of Planning, and to help it overcome se ver e 

where the signing ceremony economic losses sustained as a 


that the loan would help finance region. 

Jordan's imports of commodfaes That loan carries a one per 
and services in conjunction with cent animal interest, and is re- 
tbe World Bank which bad car- payable over 30 years, indoding 
her sup plie d Jordan with a “cor- a grace period of 10 yean, 
recti ve loan” totalling S150 mil- Minister of Planning *n»*fc*i 
tion approved in 1989. Amin Abdullah and Japan’s 


economic losses sustained as a j but be noted that this was not 

result erf the situation in the Gulf “* — ^ * 4, — ** — : — 

region. 

That loan carries a one per 


rective loan” totalling S150 mil- Minister of Planning *n»*fc*i 
tion approved in 1989. Amin Abdullah and Japan’s 

According to die statement, Ambasador to Jordan Tadayuki 
the Japanese loan will serve as Noooyama signed the memor an - 


part of the Japanese govern- da. 


Hourani thanks King 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Monday received 
a cable from the Palestine Liberation Organisation's (FLO) 
Cultural Department bead and member of tbc Executive Com- 
mittee Abdullah Hourani. Hourani thanked the King for patio- 
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Population committee 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The Nation- 
al Papulatiou Committee (NPC) 
held a meeting under the chair- 
manship of Her Royal Highness 
Prin ce ss Basina and endorsed a 
national health programme con- 
cerning birth spacing prepared 
by the committee's general sec- 
retariat. 

According to the committee's 
Secretary Dr. Mohammad 
Abdul Hadi A1 Akel, the prog- 
ramme aims at safeguarding 
child and mother health, benefit- 
ting from Jordan’s experiments 
nver the past decades in the 
fields of health and education, 
and in the light of the socio- 
economic achievements in the 
Kingdom. 

The committee's programme 
gives dire attention to mother 
and child care with; stress on 
birth spacing and breast feeding. 
“Such a programme is to be 
considered as the first step to- 
wards moving on towards a 
general population policy which 
will embody all matters related 
to all sectors of population and 


A1 Akel in a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

He said that the health prog- 
ramme, to be implemented 
under the com mi ttee's supervi- 
sion, will be carried out through 
cultural and media messages 
quoting verses of the Holy 
Koran. 

The cultural programmes, he 
said, will be carried out in coop- 
eration with health centres, the 
Royal Medical Services, the Jor- 
dan University Hospital, private 
health clinics and non- 
governmental institutions. 

The population committee, 
which is chaired by Minister of 
Labour Qaseem Obeidat, 
groups sec rerarie s-general of the 
ministries of planning, awqaf 
and Islamic affairs, information, 
education and health in addition 
to the (firectors-genera! of the 
departments of passports and 
cml registration, statistics, tire 
Armed Forces, u ni versities, the 


dimensions.” said 


Women and Queen Alia Social 
Welfare Fund (QAF). Princess 
Basina is chairperson of the 
OAF’S board of trustees. 


House discusses regional i 
endorses amendments 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Upper events in the oc 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Upper 
House of Parliament held a ses- 
sion Monday to review the 
general situation in the Gulf and 
tire occupied Arab territories 
and Prime Minister Mudar Bad- 
ran and Deputy Pri m e Minister 
and Foreign Minister Marwan 
A1 Qascm presented detailed 
statements to the House <fe*Kng 
with Jordan's stand with regard 
to the two issues. 

“The House was also briefed 
on Hrs Majesty King Hussein's 
endeavours, at the Arab and 
international levels, to achieve a 
political settlement to the Gulf 
crisis,** said House Speaker 
Ahmad A1 Lawzi in a statement 
to the Jordan News Agency, 
P e tra, after the meeting. 

“The House emphasised the 
need for dispatching popular de- 
legations to Arab and Islamic 
nations and friendly countries to 
rally support for Jordan’s call for 
peace and an Arab- Arab dia- 
logue, said Lawzi. 

The House members discus- 
sed the principles of the Jorda- 
nian political stand with regard 

to die Gulf usne, and the current 


occupied Arab 


voiced their full K«fjrfng of His 
Majesty King Hussein’s appeal 
to various nations to help open 
an Arab- Arab dialngm- which 
aims at safeguarding Arab in- 
terests and dignity. 

At tire outset of tire session 
the House endorsed amend- 
ments to laws on income tax, 
residence and aliens affairs, 
state-owned land, the martyrs of 
tire armed fo rces' fund, and the 
orphans’ fund. 

The speakers at Monday's ses- 
sion included Mohammad 
R&soul Keilani, Hamad AJ 
Farhan, Ishaq A1 Farhan, Amin 
Sh n qair, AH Abu Nowar and 


Obeidat, a former prime 
minister and chairman of Royal 
Commission entrusted with pre- 


in a statement that “unless tire 
Arabs find a solution for tire 
problem, tire matter will be left 
for tire United States and world 
Zionism, and tire Arab Nation 

will be the loser.” 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The foPowmg trertng* arc compiled from moodily bullczna and 
the dadfy Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the lasted 
zone and place w ith tire concerned institutions. 
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s of tire E u rop ean 
ended a two-day 


a call on 
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draw ns 
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AMMAN — A sit-in at tire 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) office con- 
tinued for a second day Monday 
to protest tire Israeli measures 


pied territories and Israeli 
attempts to desecrate 
and Christian holy places and 
t urnin g Jerusalem into a Jewish 


Around 
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msed by the newly-formed 
Popular Committee for the De- 
fence of Jerusalem (PCD- 
Jerusalem), for six hours as they 
listened to short speeches by 
political leaders and sang 


Jordanian and Palestinian 
flags and placards covered tire 
entrance of tire UNDP. “No to 
the Judaisatioo of the Islamic 
and Christian holy place,” Jeru- 
salem is eternally Arab,” and 


forces in tire Gulf is s up port to 


soure of tire banners. 
Addressing the pro testes. 


nrittee of Fateh of tire Palestine 
liberation Organisation (PLO), 
warned that the harsher the 


mans, the more persistent and 
de termined the Palestinian reac- 
tion will be. 

“The determination to con- 
tinue their struggle wrtD p e rsis t 
stronger as Israel tries to brutal- 
ise and deport Palestinians frocm 
their homes,” Zaki said through 
tire loudspeaker. 

He blamed the Arab leaders 
s upp orti n g the U.S. -led milita r y 
presence in tire Gulf, saying that 
they have deserted tire “battle- 
field” of the Palestinian struggle 
for tiberation and that they have 
“allowed the massacres against 
Palestinians to take place.” 

Zaki described tire protest as a 
wwwje to Jerusalem that tire 


tants were not alone in theft 
fight, and that the PCD- 
Jcrusalem should expand to all 
Arab countries. He add that the 
Arab masses, regardless of their 
l ea ders' official policies, would 
be active under such a commit- 
tee that would help fi gfa for 
Jerusalem to remain with its 
Arab Islamic and Christian 


Tayseer Zibri, secretary- 
general of the Jordanian Popular 
Democratic Unity Party, de- 


will 


w 

~ MisafTT 1 - i ^ 


mined to provide all possible 
help to tire Palestinians in tire 
occu p ied Arab lands. 

“We also support the idea of 
an international conference to 
bring about peace in the region, 
to be held under United Nations 
a uspices and with the participa- 
tion of all the concerned parties 


tion Org ani s atio n (PLO), and at 
tire ap prop ria te time," Courten 


He said that by “ ap p ro p ri ate 
tune” thft community meant that 
ways bad to be found for such a 


for it are not an easy task.” 

In reply to a question on 


whether Israel would respond 
favourably to the EC calls, he 
said that the Israeli position vis- 
a-vis the resoulutions was known 
to be negative. But be expressed 
hope that this position would 
change in tire fixture. 

De Courten said that the Ita- 
lian foreign minister been 
quoted as saying in recent state- 
ments that Israel might find itself 
to be feeing measures designed 
to isolate ft from tire rest of the 
world community if it continued 
to pursue its present policies in 
the region. 

De Courten said the EC had 
emphasised its willingness to 
activate and promote the Euro- 
Arab dialogue which, be said, is 
bound to help promote bilateral 
relations. 

Referring to tire Gulf issue, de 
Courten said that tire EC sup- 
ported a dialogue between 
Washington and Baghdad to 
reach a solution to the Gulf crisis 
and he expressed hope that the 
two sides would come to an 
agreement on a date for starting 


tire dialogue. 

Dc Courten said that tire Ita- 
lian and Iraqi foreign ministers 
would meet within or outside the 
framework of the American- 
Iraqj dialogue. “It is hoped that 
the Arab countries for this part 
wfll puisne their efforts to play a 
leading role in finding a settle- 
ment of the Gulf crisis ” said 
Coonen. 

The ambassador added that 
there were good indicators 
“leading everyone to believe 
that there will be a political 

solution to the crisis because 

everyone aspires to have peace 
and no one wants to see a 
devastating war.” 

But he stressed finding a 
peaceful solution to tire Gulf 
crisis could by no means settle ail 
the region’s outstanding prob- 
lems A new world order, he 
said, should take into considera- 
tion tire areas of the Gulf and the 
Mediterranean and that there 
should be a standing conference 
on security and cooperation in 
these regions along the lines of 
the Helsinki Conference. 


■ / 









m, 


young people Monday 
the occupied Arab ten 


of the UNDP o ffic e in Amman (photo by Yoeself AJ 
'Allan) 


founded because of “Arab im- 
potency.” He added that tire 
deportation of Palestinians 
would not stop tire Palestinian 
struggle, “no matter what tire 


He commended statements 
made by Iraqi President &***>*" 
Hussein, which was broadcast 
Sunday, that “if oil is tire dearest 
to you, then we want to tell you 
that Jerusalem is dearest to us.” 
Also addressing the protesters 
was Zarka Deputy Bassam Had- 
d a di n. from the Democratic 
Bloc in Parliament, who said 
that tire protest was a message 
for the world that Jordan was 
united in its position on Jeru- 


“The world should know that 
all of us — Jordanians, Palesti- 
nians, Qtrkriawt and Muslims 
alike — are prep are d to defend 
Jerusalem as an Arab Palesti- 
nian city,” Haddadin said. 

He called on similar activities 
and protests to take place in all 
Arab and Muslim countries to 
“insist on retaining tire proper 
identity of Jerusalem.” 

Adrian Husseim, a member of 
the PCD- Jerusalem, said that 
those who give up Jerusalem are 
giving up on Palestine. 

“Jerusalem is ours a*»d will 
continue to be ours — Arab in 
its cu l t ur e and heritage — de- 
spite all conspiracies. This 
identity cannot be obliterated as 
long as Palestinian children are 


The co mmittee called on the 
U.N. and tire Security Council to 
impose mandatory sanctions on 
Israel ap a means , of im- 
plementing the international re- 
solutions giving Palestinians 
their right to an independent 
state in the occupied territories, 
inducting Jerusalem. 

“Recent signs of an intended 
Israeli escalation of tire use of 
force in the occupied territories, 
against the people and the land, 
and the imminent Israeli plans to 
violate the sanctity of the holy 
place through such fanatic orga- 
nisations like tire so-called Tem- 
ple Mount Faithful, and the de- 
clared intention of the Israeli 
government to resume its policy 
of expelling Palestinians from 
the occupied territories, iod tid- 
ing Jerusalem, in blatant viola- 
tion of tire Geneva Convention, 
requires fwimwtiati- action by the 
Security Council and the Gener- 
al Assembly of tbe U.N. to use 
all effective meas ur es at its dis- 
posal, indoding the application 
of mandatory sanctions against 
Israel,” said tbe memo, which 


was handed to the UNDP resa- 
■dent representative in Amman. 
. The appeal also called on 
U.N. to offer protection to 
Palestinians in tbe West Back 
and Gaza Strip, and to protect 
“their natural right according to 
the Geneva Convention.” 

The memo added that the 
Israeli attempts to desecrate 
Muslim and Christian holy 
places and tire continued brutal 
measures against the Palesti- 
nians should call on tbe interna- 
tional community to “assume its 
responsibilities and uphold its 
obligations, and apply one stan- 
dard on all issues under its juris- 
diction.’’ 

The memo conduded that a 
final settlement to “this tragedy 
winch befell the Palestinians and 
hit the world conscience for 
more than four decades” would 
only be achieved through a just 
settlement guaranteeing Palesti- 
nian self-determination and the 
establishment of their indepen- 
dent state on their rutfinnal soil 
under the leadership of their sole 
re p res entatives,” the PLO. 


Quality has no fear of time ■ 


Seed,” Hosseini said. 

POD- Jerusalem delivered an 
appeal to tbe secretary-general 
of the U.N. and to the president 
of tire General Assembly, calling 
on immediate action by the U.N. 
to force Israel into abidme bv 


lating to Jerusalem and Pales- 
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Time to listen 

ZBIGNEW BREZENSKI, national security adviser to 
former UJS. President Jimmy Carter, spoke on behalf of 
many Arabs when be analysed the situation in the Gulf in a 
television interview two days ago. In his analysis he 
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The farooy, as Brezenski asserted, is that all these parties 
want war with U.S. troops doing the fighting at a time when 
America has no real interest in the whole mess of 
fighting a war. What Outer’s former adviser is suggesting 
in essence is that the U.S. has been taken for a ride. One 
cannot agree more with Brezenskfs diagnosis of the 
situation. One foils to see where and how U.S. national 
interests can be truly advanced through a war in the Gulf 


region. Iraq 


revert to that status when the dust settles. Furthermore, 
Iraq is feeling the pinch of the blockade imposed against it, 
and has sent repeated signals that it seeks an equitable 


and used the U.N. Security 
resolution after the other \ 


r Council in order to adopt 
against it. And if Iraq’s i 


the British helm, 
with. The foraefl 
oW w d y runs cc 


less pressure to cope 
damaging since It is 
U.S.-Arub relations. 
*hat Brezenski had to 
s to be giving way to 
i a man who wants to 


say. At a time when rationality 
bellicosity ha Was h ington, here < 

DnDg a mhrR 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AJL RAT Arabic daily Monday described American policies with 
regard to the Middle East crisis as doubled faced and following 
underhand dealings. While Washington issues a statement deplor- 
ing Israel's decision to deport the Palestinian from their home- 
land, it pursues efforts at the Security Council to delay any action 
that might condemn Israel's atrocities or provide protection to the 
Palestinians in the face of Israel's illegal actions, tike the 
deportation of Palestinians, said A1 Ra'L Indeed, the United 
States, in collusion with Hie Soviet Union, is threatening to veto 
any resolution that would ul' - an international c o n fer en ce on 
the Middle East or provide protection to the Palestinians, said the 
paper. Washington’s denunciation of Israel’s deportation act is a 
naive show of sympathy with the Palestinians at a time when it 
continues to sup po r t the aggressors against the victims and to 
provide them with the means to perpet u ate their occupa t ion of 
Palestinian land, said the paper. The Zionist lust for blood and for 
evicting all the Palestinians from their lands is backed by the 
United States which continues to provide the means for oppres- 
sion and terrorism against the oppressed people. The paper said 
that Washington's condemnation of Israel’s deportation was in 
fact an exp r e s s i on on the part of the United States of its 
displeasure at seeing four Arabs escaping the terrorism of the 
Israeli authorities for which Washington has been supplying the 
means and the tools to obliterate the Palestinian entity. 

A colu mn ist in A1 Ra'l Arabic daily believes a military coup or 
■wide scale civil wars will soon break out in the Soviet Union as a 
direct result of dissatisfaction with Moscow's current policies on 
die domestic and the foreign Groms. Bad Ayah says that the 
Soviet people are starving and begging for food from the West, at 
a time when the dismantling of the vast Soviet empire is drawing 
nearer everyday. Of course Gorbachev is considered a hero in the 
West for saving the United States and Western Europe further 
military and economic burdens as a result of the end of the cold 
war and confrontation with the East, on the one band, and for 
destroying the unity of the Soviet Union, transforming the once 
super-power into a country of the second degree, says the writer. 
Gorbachev and his foreign minister have sold themselves to the 
West, succumbing to Washington’s will and rubber stamping all 
the decisions that come from Washington at the expen s e of Soviet 
principles and long standing policies, says the writer. For 
example. Moscow has now given up its quest to convene an 
international conference to find a solution for the Middle East 
conflict and has backed the United States in its political and 
nriKtaiy stands vis-a-vis Iraq, he notes. A total of 280 million 
Russian people are now feeling the pinch as a direct result of 
Gorbachev's policies which were introduced under the pretext of 
p er est r oika and glassnost, deceiving the Soviet people into 
believing that they were a blessing, the writer continues. He says 
that these policies have resulted in total anarchy within the Soviet 
Union and a near breakdown of law and order in many cities, as 
well as disturbances that would end up in rivfl wan. 


Saudi Arabia witnesses the 
rise of a crisis from within 



By Neil MacFarqnhar 

The Associated Press 

* 

RIYADH. Saudi Arabia — 
Islamic conservatives are com- 
plaining about bow the country 
is run and question the wisdom 
of letting hundreds of 
.thousands of foreign troops 
into the country, Saudi and 
diplomatic sources report. 

The sources point to several 
incidents in which the m uTta- 
wa, or religious police, have 
cracked down on what they 
consider unacceptable be- 
haviour in this theocratic Isla- 
mic state. 

Conservatives have not 
dared criticise the ruling Al- 
Saud family by name, but a 
muttawa officer recently gave a 
princess a public tongue- 
lashing for the way her foreign 
maid was dressed. 

A muttawa raiding party re- 
cently scaled the wall of a 
perfume manufacturer’s man- 
sion in Jeddah after apparently 
being told there were unmar- 
ried women and liquor at a 
party there. 

The muttawa. usually armed 
with sticks but sometimes with 
guns, took along an Islamic 
judge who gave some party- 
goers jail sentences of up to 
two years. 

Among the parry goers were 
several Saudi military officers 
and an interpreter who trans- 
lated for King Fahd during 
U.S. President George Bush's 
Thanksgiving visit last month. 

A diplomatic party In 
Riyadh was raided by the mut- 
tawa in November. 

Un-Islamic behaviour like 
the consumption of alcohol, 
mixed sex socialising and im- 
modest dress are particular 
targets. 

Saudi Arabia's ruling princes 
must balance demands from 
the grassroots Muslim puritans 
who brought the Al-Saud fami- 
ly to power and the desire for 


change among the educated 
elite, according to the sources. 

Some liberals have come to 
believe the presence of so 
many foreigners can accelerate 
change in a kingdom that has 
clung doggedly to Islamic 
tradition. 

But four months after West- 
ern troops arrived, a backlash 
may be developing. 

Underground cassettes criti- 
cise the government. They ask 
indirect questions about state 
spending and use historical 
allegories to make political 
points. 


had been ordered not to fight 
Iraq in order to avoid spilling 
the blood of fellow Arabs. 

After Fahd invited the 
Americans and their allies to 
defend the kingdom, be sought 
a ruling, or fatwa. from reli- 
gious scholars that Islamic law 
allowed the use of non-Muslim 
soldiers in times of peril. 

"They couldn’t criticise the 
deployment of foreign forces 
because the king wanted it,” a 
long-term Arab resident said. 

Like everyone else inter- 
viewed, he spoke on condition 
of anonymity due to the sensi- 


Undergronnd cassettes criticise the government. 


and use historical allegories to make political 
points. One says an 11th-century Islamic king in 
Spain invited a stronger king to protect him 
against a third and the stronger king decided to 
stay. In other words, A is questioning whether 
U.S. troops wED leave when asked. 7 


One says an 11th-century 
Islamic king in Spain invited a 
stronger king to protect him 
against a third and the stronger 
king decided to stay. In other 
words, it is questioning 
whether U.S. troops win leave 
when asked. 

The tapes cite U.S. studies 
during the Arab oil embargo in 
J973 on how to take over the 
Gulf oilfields, lending support 
to a popular theory that 
Washington planned the cur- 
rent crisis for that purpose. 

Questions are being asked 
about the billions of dollars 
spent on defence. Despite a 
high-tech arsenal, the Saudi 
military was not able to con- 
front Iraqi forces when they 
tookover Kuwait on Aug. 2. 

That prompted government 
announcements that the army 


five nature of political issues. 

Last month, about 10 
women drove cars through the 
capital Riyadh in an unpre- 
cedented protest of a ban on 
women driving. 

Zealous mullahs, or clergy- 
men, responded that the 
women should be divorced and 
publicly Dogged for defying 
tradition. Some tried to link 
the event the American embas- 
sy by circulating an invitation 
to a dinner dance.' another 
taboo, that allegedly was found 
is a driver's purse. 

“The atmosphere in the 
country is charged." a Saudi 
official said. “The liberals are 
demanding more say in the 
government and the conserva- 
tives are saying “we’re being 
run over.” 

No public means of debate is 


available. The press is muzzled 
and political parties are illegal. 

M People who are Wester- 
nised don't have a forum to 
meet and exert pressure,” the 
long-time resident noted. “The 
other group has heritage, in- 
stitutions, a party line, so 
they'll always have an edge in 
the struggle- 1 ' Diplomats say 
the religions element is not a 
focused opposition likely to 
oust the king, as happened in 
Iran in 1979. The royal family 
has “the power to put on the 
brakes,” a Western envoy 
observed. 

Warrior predecessors of the 
zealots — the Ikhwan, or 
brothers, who helped unify the 
kingdom in the 1920s — tried 
to rebel against King Abdul 
Aziz in 1929. He crushed 
them. 

Islam's two holiest sites, 
Mecca and Medina, are in 
Saudi Arabia and a king wbo 
uses the title the custodian of 
the two holy mosques cannot 
ignore religious issues. 

“How can you claim to be 
the custodian of the two holy 
mosques and bring in an idea 
that dashes with the Islamic 
sharia?” said an Islamic scho- 
lar, referring to the legal code 
of Islam . “It's too sensitive.” 

Princes in important gov- 
ernment posts acknowledge 
that some questioning is valid, 
but said most critics don’t 
understand the Iraqi threat. 

“The people who are really 
against (foreign troops) have 
no ground to stand on,” a 
ranking prince said. He 
claimed they had no effect on 
public opinion. 

An Arab ambassador, who 
spoke on condition of anonym- 
ity, said, however: “Muslims in 
many countries think you have 
to go to true religion to find the 
answers to the problems 
they’re now facing. The fore- 
ign forces woke that up in 
Saudi Arabia.” 


Economic frustration sparked Fez riots 


By Stephen. Hughes 

Reuter 

RABAT — Frustration over 
economic hardship, bleak job 
pros p ects and unfulfilled gnvem- 

meot pledges fuelled this week's 
riots in Morocco’s ancient walled 
city of Fez. 

“The frustration factor is like 
a pressure cooker that must let 
off steam or explode,” said a 
veteran Western diplomat. “It is 
common to all Maghreb (North 
African) states and is aggravated 
by the pressure of population 
growth.” 

Eye witn e ss es said few of the 
20,000 rioters who stormed 
through the narrow alleys of the 
old dty and into the modem 
town, burning and looting, were 
over 25. Some' were only 15. 

Many were from Ka iruuyin e 
University — the world's oldest, 
founded in the year 857 — or the 
modem Sidi Mohamed ben 
Abdullah U ni ve rsi ty outside the 
dty walls. 

“Morocco is a young coun tr y . 
Well over half the population is 
under 25. And most of them are 
extremely frustrated. No pros- 
pects of jobs, not even with 


univejsity degrees.” said 
Mohamed Alaoui Trtna, a local 
trade union official. 

He said riots in 1981 and 1984 
also saw mobs of students and 
jobless young people venting 
their frustration in an orgy of 
vandalish and looting in Casab- 
lanca and inland cities. 

Officials said at least five peo- 
ple died and 127 were injured in 
the Fez explosion on Friday and 
Saturday. But opposition, trade 
union and medical sources said 
the toll was at least 33 killed 
after the army moved in with 


The demonstrator's main 
targets seemed to be symbols of 
wealth — banks, jewellers, 
fashion boutiques, private 
lim o usine s and luxury tourist 


They stormed the five-star 
Merinides Hotel, a tourist land- 
mark overlooking the old dtys 
battlements, and rampaged 
through the 200 rooms «e«Kng 
television sets and setting fire to 
the curtains until it was reduced 
to a blackened shell. 

The riots coincided with a 
general strike called on Friday 
by two trade unions, the Confed- 


eration Democratique du Tra- 
vail (CDT) arid the Union 
Generate des Travailleurs Maro- 
cains (UGTM), which are linked 
to the main opposition parties. 

Bnt the rioters had no Unfa 
with the unions or political par- 
ties, witnesses said. 

“Some agitators may have 
been either leftists or Islamic 
fundamentalists from the univer- 
sities, but the mass were just 
jobless with no prospects,” a 
municipal councillor said. 

Tratte union leaders said they 
rejected government appeals to 
postpone the stoppage on the 
strength of a promise that wages 
and family allowances would be 
increased later this month. 

“We have no faith in govern- 
ment promises. We demand 
something concrete.” CDT 
Secretary-Genieral Noubir AJ 
Amaoui said. 

The unions want the minimum 
wage doubled and have a 
other demands which they say 
have built up during a 15-year 
“social truce” agreed during 
Morocco’s war with left-wing 
Folisario guerrillas over the 


re f erendum under United Na- 
tions auspices, opposition critic- 
ism of the government has inten- 
sified. 

Hardships have been exacer- 
bated by an austerity or “econo- 
mic readju st me n t” p rogramm e 
introduced at the behest of die 
World Bank and International 
Monetary Fund in the mid-1980s 
when Morocco had a foreign 
debt of up to S22 billion. - 

The Gulf crisis has also had its 
effect, increasing petrol prices. 
Food and services have risen 
between seven and 15 per cent 
this year but wages have been 
frozen, the unions say. 

Officials say about 1.5 million 
of Morocco's 25 million people 
are unemployed but the unions 
claim there are five million job- 


Smce both sides 
1988 to settle the dh 


dispute with a 


Whatever the reality, pros- 
pects of new jobs are bleak, 
although King Hassan h»r said 
be hopes to create 50,000 new 
jobs a year in the next five years. 

The draft 1991 austerity 
budget proposes creation of only 
15,210 new jobs next year when 
an estimated 350,000 school 
leavers will join the labour mar- 
ket. 


LETTERS 


The Gulf crisis, what next? 


To tibe Editor: 


THIS thorny topic b everybody's concern, not only in this region 
but worldwide. It surely is no: the first or the last crisis but it is 
certainly unique in its timing when a new era started to dawn, the 
era which witnessed the hammering of last nail in the cold war 
period. A similar and indeed a global crisis was on the verge of 
eruption in 1961 when the superp ow er s threatened a showdown 
which was luckily evaded by the compromise reached between 
Mr. Mikoyan of the USSR and U.S. President Kennedy. The 
arapromiac included the lifting of the U.S. blockade on Cuba and 
its undertaking not to attack Cuba against the dismantling of the 
Soviet missiles in Cuba. 

The tension associated with the Gulf crisis since Aug. 2. 1990. 
was relaxed remarkably by President Bush's declaration' of his 
intentions to send Mr. J. Baker to Baghdad and to receive Mr. T. 
Aziz in Washington. The relief was /elt and expressed 
in all countries. A few. however, were disappointed. Thus Mr. 
Kissinger spoke of his deep sorrow and concern over the return of 
some 400.000 U.S. soldiers safely home unscathed without 
leaving victims behind. Another warmonger even stated that 
Bush betrayed the world just as Premier Chambcrlaine did before 
the World War D! 

It is hoped, generally, that Iraq and the U.S. will bring to a 
successful conclusion the forthcoming meetings. As President 
Saddam Hussein put it. it is substance that counts. It b indeed a 
chance which should not be lost. 

’ If, God forbids, the meeting; faD. the military option will be the 
only COUJ5C- 

Bocb parties are armed to the teeth and each has his argument 
and even legal cover. But the outcome of such an explosion will 
affect this region primarily and even the work! at large. 

The Arab World and especially the Palestinian cansc will lose m 
a matter of weeks what was achieved in the Last few decacfcs. The 
impact on the world at large win result from the acute shortage of 
ofl, now that the strategic re ser ves themselves have been partially 


drained. This fund shortage will trigger a high increase in 
prices of energy, products, services... etc., and the so-called 
recession win become a real de p ress i on which even now is h^tng 
felt in certain regions. 

If, as it is sincerely hoped, the meetings end successfully, a 
bright prospect wDl then await humanity and wfl] crown the Paris 
meetings ending the cold war. It will affect standards of living and 
avenue to peace based bn justice in thk region positively. This is a 
goal which all of us have been waiting for the last 45 yean tots it 
would be possible to: 

a) Reach a peaceful solution to the Palestine problem 

on justice and the resolutions of toe U.N. General 
Assembly and Security Council, in line with the manner 
through which other world issues were solved and away 
from double standards. 

b) Establish ways and means to achieve social justice not only 
in any one country, but between toe rich oil countries and 
toe rest of the Arab World. 

c) Upd ate most regimes by a process of democratisaiion and 
thus end many archaic and outdated systems snubbed bv 
their own allies and consequently live in line with the spirit 
of the era. 

d) Achieve a voluntary Arab unity, not of one region only, 
i but °f all Arab countries based on firm economic awfal 

and finally political association. 

These and other positive and useful goals can only be 
considered if a peaceful solution of toe crisis is achieved. They are 
goals which have been our dream for generations, and are worth 
any sacrifice. 

Mohammad Mtodm 

Barrister at Law 

F.O. Box 9796 


Preparing for 

a long stay? 

B 

By Rick Atkinson 
and MoQy Moore 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. and weapons,' from tents to 


logistical system m the w 
that will be capable of sustain- 
ing more than 400,000 troops 
for at least a year if President 
George Bush dec k les to delay 
going to war against Iraq, 
yi- pf rfi ng to American plan- 


Keeping such a huge force 
ready for combat until next 
muter would be expensive and 
difficult, but dearly manage- 
able, the planners said. 

To feed, clothe, shelter and 

_ .a W 


mg for Major General William 
G. Pagonis, chief fogistkian 
for Operation Desert Shield, 
has grown from 300 in early 
August to 25,000 now. The 
logistical infrastructure being 
developed win be serving more 
than & mflfion and de- 

livering up to 700 tonnes of 
mail every day. 

A fleet of more than 2,000 
trades has been assembled to 
di s tribute the nearly 80,000 
tonnes of materiel toe Defence 
Department estimates wiQ be 
needed every month to sustain 
toe force. 

General Colin L. Powell, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, acknowledged in con- 
gressional testimony last week 
that toe 430,000 JJ.S. troops 
committed to the Gulf could be 
maintained for a year, even 
without fully a ctivatin g the re- 


Moreover, because most of 
the Marine heavy army 
combat forces are already de- 
ployed to toe Gulf, there are 
not enough fresh troops to 

replace those in the desert 
Commanders fear that lack of 
rotation will cause severe 
morale problems if toe crisis 
drags on beyond this winter, a 

consideration that could weigh 
as heavQy as the issue of sus- 
tainment- To keep the force at 
full strength, toe military’s re- 
cently announced “stop-loss” 
policy of sharply limiting re- 
tirements and resignations may 
have to continue indefinitely. 

“I think from a pure military 
standpoint we could sustain 
them for a long period of tune 
and we could keep the troops 
over there for years just like in 
World War n,” General David 
C Jones, former chairman of 
toe Joint Chiefs, said recently. 
“Not that it wouldn’t be at a 


Since Mr. Bush announced 
the virtual doubling of U.S. 
forces in the Gulf last month, 
some congressional leaders 
and military analysts have 
questioned whether the de- 
ployment coukl be sustained 
for more than a few months. 
Their worry has been that the 
president would be forced to 
“use or lose” the force because 
of overwhelming long-term 
logistical problems — a con- 
cern raised repeatedly by, 
among others. Senator Sam 
Nunn, Democrat of Georgia 
and chairman of the Armed 


Whether toe nation has die 
political will to susta in the 
force for long is an issue over 
which military commanders 
say they have no control; in- 
stead, they are focusing on the 
physical factors needed to sup- 
port the huge U.S. presence in 
the Gulf. 

To accommodate the addi- 
tional 200,000 troops and their 
equipment now en route, milit- 
ary construction units are ex- 
panding aircraft ramps and 
parking aprons, building 
maintenance hangars at air- 
fields and ports and laying 
roads across the desert. Tradi- 
tionally, the ratio of combat 
troops to support troops has 
been roughly 1 to 3; for Desert 
Shield, a Pentagon spokesman 
said, toe ratio could grow to 1 
to 5 because of the distance 
and duration of the operation. 

Port capac it y has been dou- 
bled in recent weeks, accord- 
ing to General Pagoms, wbo 


Mr. Bush has referred to “a 
ticking of the dock” Himtmg 
the time left for a peaceful 
resolution of the Gulf crisis. 

But military planners in toe 
United Stales and Saudi Ara- 
bia now believe that improved 
supply lines and depots, in- 
creased Saudi assistance and 
the expe ri ence gained so far 
from Operation Desert Shield 
mean that the deployment 
could be sustained at least 
through next year. Furth- 
ermore, officials hope to avoid 
some of the problems that pla- 
gued the initial troop deploy- 
ment by substantially beefing 
up logistical su p port in the 
Gulf before the new wave of 
combat troops arrives. If the 


r: an average, - oneway" haul of 
c230 miles. (375 kilometres) 
across the Eastern P r o vin ce of 
Saudi Arabia every day. 

Perhaps toe most critical 
supply need, except for food 


should not be because of logis- 


Although huge quantities of 
bombs, artillery shells and 
ammunition already were re- 
positioned in toe Gulf region, 
nriHtazy planners found certain 
stocks — particularly high- 
technology missiles — in short 
supply. To fill the void, the 
services axe moving substantial 
numbers from Europe and the 
United States, while also 
ordering new production runs 
from U.S. contractors. 

By last month, for example 
the army had tapped its Euro- 
pean stocks for 1,000 HeQfire 
and 3,000 Tow 2 anti-tank mis- 
siles, 4,000 105mm artillery 
rounds and 900,000 rounds for 



year that began OcL in Sauto Arabia 


1, and the harsh desert en- 
vironment wffi take a toll on a 
broad variety of e qui pment 


Benjedid 

(C ontinued from page 1) 
consulting and looking at many 


been limited 
Tribune. 


ima said, “live 
: sessions have 
— The Herald 




The Egyptian leader said that 
Benjedid vrill co ntinu al consulta- 
tions with other Arab leadeis'in 
the hope that we g«i ai i iv c at a 
formula to prevent war, which 


Zalimtp Shovel, Israel's ambas- 
sador to the United States, told 
Israel Radio. ■ c *Bnt as we ex- 
plained* every country needs to 
find the middle way between 
very important international 
considerations and ... sec uri ty 


Don. Nothing has gg y na fli^j go 
far." 

Mnbank, who has been m o re 
outspoken against Iraq than 
Benjedid, again demanded that 
Iraq leave Kuwait and restore 
the emirate’s ousted govern- 


Bc njcdid was greeted on 
■nival ax Tripoli air p or t by Li- 
byan leader Moammar Qadhafi 
and his second-in-command. 
Major Abdul Salam Jalloud, the 
°ffidal news agency JANA said. 

Benjedid was expected in 
Tunis later Monday. 

Jerusalem 

(Continued from page 1) 

in fighting a u.N. 
Security Council resolution call- 
»gfcr a Middle East peace 


The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO) said the 
United Nations and the United 
States should stop Israel’s expnl- 
sons of Palestinians. 

Bassam Abu Sharif, a spokes- 
man for PLO rfrafmiHTt Yasser 
Arafat, noted that the decisioo 
came right after Prime Minister 
Yitzhak ShoTTirr ret u r n ed from & 
visit to Washington. 

That, be said in a statement* 
“is a dear intocation that the 


COotc the Amencms are 
* tappy about all that has- 
»od, including the timra? 


couxaged and is still being en* 
couraged by toe position of the 
United States to c onti nu e in 
challenging toe will of worid 
oommimify repr e se nt e d in UJL 
Resolution 242, which calk on 
Israel to withdraw from lauds it 
occupied in 1967.” 

Hie U.S. State Department 
idd toe latest expulsion orders 
violated the Fourth Geneva 
Convention, which proscribe* 
treatment of people under’ 
occupation. 

*T1* calls for practical step* 
by the U.N. Security Council to 
protect the Palestinian people?” 
said Abu Sharif. 
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‘Dictates’ 

(Continoed from page 1) 

He has said the meetings will 
not be negotiations, just an 
oppo r t un ity to inform Iraq of the 


the resolution. 

Baghdad wants the talks to 
cover the Middle East ffispntes, 
principally the Palestinian issoe. 

Iraq's opponents insist that 
only a fhll withdrawal from 
Kuwait will satisfy them, fiat 
Baghdad has never given a hint 
of compromise on tins issoe. 


of the Palestinian issoe with the 
current crisis... we leafnim that 
Kuwait is past of Iraq, the 19th 
province of Iraq, and this fact 
will never be changed,” Mon- 
day's statement said. 

The Iraqi News Agency 
quoted civil defence officials as 
saying half of Baghdad would be 
darkened in a war-readiness drill 
affecting nriffi ons of residents of 


It gave no date for the black- 
out, saying only that it would be 
held soon. Sirens would be 
sounded and “special security 
measures” taken, the agency 
said. It did not elaborate. 

The agency said thousands of 
Iraqis were attending civil de- 


vered first-aid, evacuation of the 
wounded and the use of masks 
for protection against chemical 


Iraqis get nightly instruction 
on television about prec aut ions 
against air attack by the U.S.-led 


In Washington, Bush said he 
still hopes for talks with Iraq but 
said Iraqi forces must be out of 
Kuwait by Jan. 15. Bush did not 
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say what he would do if Bagdad 
faDs to meet the rfeariKnc- 
‘1 think at mkfangftt (on Jan. 
15), if (Iraq is) not totally out of 
Kuwait, the U.N. sanctions must 
be fulfilled,” Bush said. 

In remarks to reporters, Bush 
said be was disturbed by Sad- 
dam's weekend comments that 
there should be a holy war if 
necessary to permit Iraq to keep 
Kuwait. 

“He keeps making these state- 
ments that fiy directly in the face 
of the international positions 
taken by the U.N. Security 
Council,'' Bush said. 

Bush vowed anew that Iraq 
must not be allowed to profit 
from its takeover' ’of^ Kuwait: "" 
“We’Vifgbt an'd^portunity for' 
a new world order but that 
opportunity will be lost if an 
aggressor gets one tingle conces- 
sion. ... it’s important that the 
man understand that we’re se- 
rious about this.” 

Bush said he has beard from 
many people who say SarfAww 
may believe the United States is 
bluffing, despite the deployment 
of thousands of U.S. troops into 
the Middle East. 

“A lot of people who think 
they understand him don’t feel 
that he believes we are serious. 


will use force. 

“Some tell me, as recently as 
yesterday.- that he feels that 
g*HrWi Hussein simply does not 
understand the debate in this 
country. He thinks it means our 
country is divided and we can’t 
go forward... and he’s just as 
wrong as he can be.” 

Bush's demeanor seemed muted. 


that he was “calmer” than last 
Friday, when be lambasted Sad- 
dam for rejecting U.S. proposals 
for a date to meet with Baker. 
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“I hope these talks will take 
place,” Bush said. But be repe- 
atedly sidestepped questions on 
what be would do if there were 
no talks and if Iraq did not 
comply with the withdrawal 
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Bush accused Saddam on Fri- 
day of refusing to see Baker until 
too close to the Jan. 15 deadline 
set by the United Nations. He 
repeated his accusation Monday, 
saying again that the United 
Stales had offered Iraq 15 sepa- 
rate dates for Baker's trip. 

Bush has said he wants Baker 
to meet with RaAfaiw qq later 
than Jan. 3. Asked what differ- 
ence nine days makes ^ — Iraq has 
proposed a Jam. 12' date — Bush 


“If I thought that meeting on 
the 14th would permit him to 
campy folly with the U.N. re- 
solutions rd be very flexible. 
But that's not possible.” 

Iraq Monday ordered 33-year- 
old reservists to re port for milit- 
ary duty, its third major callup of 
reserves in recent weeks. 

NATO 

(Continued from page 1) 


Dutch Foreign Minister Hans 
van den Broek said: “I think we 
would all like to see these talks 
get going but X don't have the 
i mpr ess ion that it is the United 
States which is dragging its 


In other Gulf developments: 

— U.S. senators touring the 
Middle East noted hopeful signs 
for a solution to the Gulf crisis 
after a me eti n g with Egyptian 
President Hosm Mubarak Mon- 
day. But they said the threat of 
war with Iraq remains strong. 

And although American pub- 
lic opinion may be divided over 
the timing of a confrontation, 
they said, it is unanimous that 
Iraqi troops must be driven from 
Kuwait. 

The seven senators, all Demo- 
crats, spoke to reporte r s after 
more than two hours of talks and 
lunch with Mubarak,. Their 
meeting followed one between 
Mubarak and President ChadH 
Bcnjedid of Algeria. 

— Fourteen former U.S. gov- 
ernment officials, including top 
national security experts, said 
Monday that the U.S. should not 
delay military action much 
beyond Jan. 15. 

“I don’t think we can just sit 
forever and depend on sanc- 
tions,” Thomas Moorer, former 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, fold repo rte rs . 

Robert F. Ellsworth former 
deputy secretary of defence and 
a onetime congressman from 
Kansas, said Iraq “wifi not re- 
spond to anything except a credi- 
ble threat of immediate military 
action. That’s what wifi move 
Iraq out of Kuwait.” 


ANNOUN 

The Bulgarian Embassy in Amman invites all Bttlga 
Han ladies* children for New Year’s Party on Dec. 29, 
1990 at 4:00 p.m. at the Embassy’s premises. 

Please confirm till Dec. 22nd to Tel. No 

818151/680377. 


No. 


Lawyer spends holidays writing wills for Gulf-bound soldiers 


WAUSAU, Wisconsin (AP) — 
BiQ Drengfer has the grim t«k 
this holiday season of writing 
wills for soldiers being prepared 
for duty in the Gulf. 

It's an ironic task for a man 
who 20 yean ago dropped out of 
the reserve officers’ training 
corps (ROTCj and opposed 
U.S. involvement in the Viet- 
nam war. Feeling he owed his 
country, he joined the national 
guard as a lawyer IS months ago. 

The more I do this, the more 
it is hitting home to me that I 
may not sec some of these faces 


again if the Gulf situation Wows 
up." a somber Drengler said. 

He said be remembers die 
gripping images of the Vietnam 
war on television as if it hap- 
pened yesterday. Asked if those 
memories made bis guard assign- 
mem more difficult, Drengler a 
first lieutenant, paused several 
seconds. 

“It probably makes it harder." 
be said. T had friends who came 
home dead.” 

Drengler, 41, is one of 17 
guard lawyers in Wisconsin 


assigned to advise soldiers acti- 
vated for Operation Desert 
Shield, the U.S. troop buildup in 
the Golf that followed Iraq's 
Aug. 2 ihvasion of Kuwait. 

A United Nations resolution 
authorises the use of force after 
Jan. 15 if Iraq doesn't withdraw. 

Capt. Soon Meske, a military 
spokesman in Madison, said 300 
Wisconsin national guard sol- 
diers are in Saudi Arabia and 
700 others are being trained for 
likely duty there. 

In all, the United States force 
numbers 230,000, and it plans to 


send about 200,000 more by 
mid-January. 

Capt. Terence McArdle, assis- 
tant staff judge advocate for the 
Wisconsin National Guard in 
Madboo, estimated his officers 
have written up to 2,000 wills for 
guard members, military reser- 
vists and their spouses since the 
call-up began in August. He said 
be has done about 200 himself. 

“It does get to you in time. 
There is no question about 
that,” McArdle said. “You real- 
ise the consequences that these 
people are facing.” 


JORDAN WELFARE LOTTERY 


Ordinary issue No 23 



Holder of ticket No. 6 

Wins Jl) 25, 


Holder of ticket No. 72178 

Wtns JD 6,0J$0 


Holder of ticke? No. 79386 

Wins JD 3,000 


Holder of ticket Nc 46733 

Wins JD 2,500 


Holder of ticket No. 19906 

Wins JD 1,500 


Holder of ticket No. 49207 

Wins JD 1,200 


Holder of ticket No. 4551 

Wins JD 1,000 


Holder of ticket No. 56395 

Wins JD 600 


Ticket numbers 


Drawing of: Dec. 17, 1990 


Winning Tickets I 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JDLOOOeach Mins JD 100 



Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 600 each wins JD 




TF7I 




5T7 


rk¥ 


m 


72177 72168 72078 71178 62178 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 300 each wins jp 30 



Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 200 each wins JD 28 



Ten consolation prizes totalling JDlSOeach wins JD 15 

19907 19916' 19006 10906 29906 
19905 19996 19806 18906 09906 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JDlOOeach wins JD 20 




Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 80 each wins JD8 



Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 70 each wins JD 7 


Ticket numbers 



win JD 100 each 


TICKETS ENDING WITH 




3 


Win JD 5 each 


Win JD 10 each 


8000 tickets ending with 5 Win JD 2 each. 


COVER PRIZES FOR THE LOTTERY SELLERS 



covers, attached to the stub of 10 ending in 



Win JD 10 


of Dec. 2, 1990 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
-DOOR SERVICES AM) 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

h^TEL 604676 604696 ^ 
Wv P.O.BOX 7806 



The fint & beet 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
ANiyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

63o5i£dnigbt 

T*L$3996S 



CROWN 

INT’L EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storaging. 
clearing, door-to-door 

service 




P cy_ 1 NC' f?ElTi'UI?AMT 


AUTHENTI 

CHINESE 
CUISINE 


ihcsmsAAi— Kl 660250 i 
(closed on moRdays) J 


e 


PACKING. 

DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVICES 
INTERNATIONAL FORWARDING 
AIR & SEA FREIGHT 


,-r.~ ‘ v T-- ■".'■•■■' 4l , ■ . ; ■' •. .•; ; .V : .:* 1 . 7 .. 

«■"•**. • v£ ^v -’ 1 .,?;>£*;;• ■: >?: £i 


STUDIO HAIG 

■ 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 


n" .sifsr 


| TEL: 62 


-fj£ 



jTtnl 
tiroi 


f CHEN'S 
CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers" Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 

Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

. 6:30 - Midnight y 


* Fi 


larg 


Shmeisani - Opp. GrindJsys 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh id: 823891 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


,Mi : l.^’i 


Special Executhn Luncheons 

Take away sendee 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7 . 30 - 11 . 30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3 rd Cade 


Tei :659519 659520 


:»■ 
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Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 

sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

• Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 


i ' . i 1 1 1 ; t 
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RENT 




QDAQQ 


i 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 


CALL SOHA 
Rental DepL 687821/22 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 

Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAIfOTEL 

iU2<|ljla 


Amman -Tel 668193 

P0. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 

Telex 23888 OAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 

Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 




exclusive gift shojT^ 

f Italian shoes, A 

' leather goods, | 

perfumes, lighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 

-crystalware etc. 


Shmeisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg 
Tel. 669 457 
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not sort out recent disagree- 
ments with Tapie. 

Beckenbauer said he was not 
happy with the way Tapie some- 
times had an influence on areas 
which were the responsibility of 
the team's coach. 

“We wiD talk in the next few 
weeks," Beckenbauer said. “It 
can’t go on any longer the way it 
is. If we can’t get the whole tiring 
sorted out and it doesn’t work, 
then everything has been a mis- 


“It is certainly possible that I 
could be coming home again 
very soon." 

Beckenbauer was speaking at 
a news conference be f o r e Ger- 
many’s first international since 
aerification against Switzerland 


Interaaaonale stay top of die 
first division with 19 points, one 
ahead of Inventus. 

The weekend brought little 
cheer, either, to national team 
manager Azegho Vicini ahead of 
Italy’s European championship 
qualifier against Cyprus Satur- 
day. 

Milan sweeper Franco Baresi 
injured his thigh against Roma 
and is doubtful for the tie, join- 
ing an injury list which includes 
midfielders Fernando de Napoli, 
Roberto Donadoci and Giusep- 
pe Giannmi, and defender Luigi 
de Agostini. 

Meanwhile Argen t in e super- 
star Diego Maradona, who has 
feuded again with team manage- 
ment tins season, returned to 


any t h ing Klee that, but too much 
r unning with the ball," ex- 
plained coach Johan Cruyff. 

“The players’ own wish to 
resolve the game too quickly 
poshed them into more mistakes 




striker Anton Fobter scored the 
only goal after 40 minutes. 

Ch a m pi ons Real, who had 
dawed their way back up the 
table with three successive 


gate. Although Corinthian 
players were mainly responsible 
tor the violent play, ir on ically it 
wasaSao Paulo player who was 
the first to be booked. Flacvio 
was shown the yellow card for a 


TTirrmt*^ after the interred Corin- 
thians unexpectedly took the 
lead through Tupazinho who 
•cored after a quick one-two 
with Fabinbo in the Sao Paulo 
penalty area. 
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HIS LIFEWORK 
WWS TO 


Now arrange the Girded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 



l'W GLAD MY WIFE IS 

finally accepting JEFr 

AS A FRIEND OF THE 


Sms 


IS f You WORK IN A TWE ARE 
WCJEFr | SHIRT FACTORY? MAKING 
family , « VJHy AREnT You n I6HT- 
HTs A l WORKING TODAY j “SHlRTS 

JEFF? 1 THIS 
3 SKATE 1 WEEK* 


OH. GOSH! 
LOOK WHAT 

i've dome? , 

^ J 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TAN MAH HIRSCH 

’"hjrg UeOa Scralca?. Ire 


BEWARE OF EASY 
vulnerable. North of tru 


East -West vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 
+ A K 
: KQJ9 
: A 9 8 6 

* K J 7 

WEST EAST 

* 10 7 6 Z *3 

? a 3 : : 10 s s 

. 10 7 5 3 KJ 

* A 2 * Q 10 86543 

SOLTH 
4 Q J 9 8 54 
7 7 6 4 
- Q4 2 

* 9 

The bidding: 

North East South West 
2 NT Pass 4 * Pass 


Opening lead: Ace of 4 

It’s human nature to relax when 
everything seems to be «eU in hand. 
Bui appearance; are deceptive, as 
this hand from a rubber bridge 
game proves. 

The auction was straightforward. 
After North's power opening bid. 
South knew where the hand should 
be played and got there via the di- 
rect route. 

West cashed the ace of clubs and 
continued with the deuce, taken by 
the king as declarer discarded a dia- 
mond from hand. The ace and king 


of trumps were cashed, and declarer 
was not overly perturbed by the 4-1 
split. A low diamond from (he table 
was taken by East's king. That de- 
fender reverted to a club and declar- 
er was a dead duck. 

If declarer raffed low. West 
would overruff. If South raffed 
high, Wes's ten of trumps would 
eventually score the setting trick. 
Down one. 

It's easy enough to protect 
against the bad trump split and evil 
club distribution. Instead of cashing 
both high trumps in dummy, declar- 
er should draw just one round of 
trumps, then lead the jack of clubs, 
discarding another diamond from 
hand when East covers with the 
queen. 

The defenders can do no harm. If 
East plays another club, declarer 
can ruff low in hand, since the high 
spade on the board protects against 
an overraff. The ace of hearts is 
forced out and eventually declarer 
returns to hand via a diamond ruff 
to draw :he outstanding tramps. 
Any other return makes the play 
even easier. In cither case, declarer 
loses only two club tricks and the 
ace of hearts- As the cards lie. de- 
clarer also can get home by drawing 
two [rumps and playing for a 3-3 
heart split, but that is against the 
odds. 



Print answer hem: 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbtac DRONE HEDGE BROOCH HOURLY 

Answer. What the baker turned oomodtan knew how to 
make— DOUGH OUT OF “CORN" 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Marie S.KaBMch 


1 Musical group 
5 Tempers 
10 Regarding 

14 Conception 

15 IRS task 

16 Wound result 

17 Funny 
Roseanne 

18 Steep sound 

19 PA town 

20 Defensive Item 


addition 

24 Goose flight 
patterns 

25 Traveled 
27 Sprayed 
31 Nasty fish 

34 Peru native 

35 Make money 

37 Wine glass 
part 

38 Skin: suff. 

39 Tennis star 
Michael 

40 Steering gear 

41 Zone 

42 Listen! 

43 Inventor 
Nikola 

44 Super 

46 Singer Dolly 

47 Close 

48 Stupid one 
SO Pinnacle 
52 TV 

58 Panache 
60 Escape from 
81 Flying prefix 
62 In addition 


a ira 



9 Kind of wheel 

10 Peer Gyrrt's 
mother 

11 Actor's 


.Inc. 

Yesterday's 


^f.rTTTT 


12 End 

13 Ruse. city 

21 Tied 

22 Conjunction 
28 Santa reindeer 
27 Wealthy man 


i-r" 


64 Family group 
55 Sailboat part 
66 Psychics 
87 om It city 


1 Apron kin 

2 Early man 

3 Roman 
emperor 

4 Unlit 

5 Grouped 

6 Weight unit 

7 Smells 

8 — straits 


nrrr 


29 Football play 

30 Mex. food 

31 in the - 


33 Jordan's 
capital 

35 Blacken 

36 Paddle 

39 Casanovas 
43 Powder 

45 — Vegas 

46 Tough 

Questions 
48 Woodwind 


nnnn rannra nnnn 
nnni nnnran nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnmnn nnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnrs 
nnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn nna 
nnnnnnnrinriniifi~iFi 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnn 


49 Bom earlier 

50 Group 

51 — pod ride 

53 Wings 

54 Drive fast 


55 Sniggler's 
catch 

56 OS} word 

57 Nary a one 
38 — so fast! 
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Japan passes 
extra 


£54*. budget 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's parlia- 
ment Monday passed a 2_?ft tril- 
lion yet ($17.4 billion} sop- 
pjeaaentary budget for tbe fiscal 
year ending Mardi 31,1991. The 
extra budget is atfnwrf in part at 
financing a portion of Tokyo's 
contribution to the U.S.-led 
multinational forces deployed in 
the Golf against Iraq. The sop- 
ptementaxy budget allocates SI 
billion in coutxRauions to the 
international forces in the Gulf 
and 20 bOJion yen ($153 million) 
to aid Turkey, Jordan and 
Egypt, his bard by tbe economic 
faHrgrt of tbe Gulf crisis. Japan 
has pledged a total of $4 billion 
in Gulf-related aid • 


TWA sells London, O’Hare gates 
to American, offers to buy Pan Am 


DALLAS (R) — Trans World 
Airways (TWA) shook die U.S. 
airline industry Monday by sell- 
ing ail of its facilities in London 
and at Chicago’s O’Hare Airport 
to American Airlines and offer- 
ing to buy Pan Am. 

Included in tbe transaction' 
with^ American arc six' route au- 
thorities between various U.S. 
cities and London, including 
four into Heathrow Airport. 

The deal means American 
Airlines, already the largest 
U.S. carrier, will greatly expand 
its Sight schedule to London and 
will become a major player at 
O’Hare, tbe busiest U.S. air- 
port, where United Airlines has 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Monday, December 17, 1998 
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LONDON EXCHANGE BATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the baying and selling races for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession , 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 

One Sterling 

1.9330/40 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1555/65 

Canadian dollar 


1.4855/60 

Deutscbemarks 


1.6770/80 

Dutch guilders 


1.2735/40 

Swiss francs 


30.74/79 

Belgian francs 


5.0575/0625 

French francs 


1222/1123 

Italian lire 


133.1020 

Japanese yen 


5.5980/6030 

Swedish a owns 


5.830050 

Norwegian crowns 


5.7280/7330 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

376.80377.30 

U.S. dollars 


TOKYO — The Nikkei Index dosed down 261.59 points, or 1.07 
per cent, to 24.087,91, after hovering over tbe key 24,000-point 
psychological support level all day. 


SYDNEY — -" Weaker o 

to cm 



to their lowest dose in sixwteeks. The All Ordinaries Index ended 
143 points lower at 1,295.7. 

HONG KONG — Profit-taking drove share prices down. The 
Hang Seng Index plunged 73.77 points to 3,051.92 while the 
broader Hong Kong Index slumped 48.59 to 2,00032. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices closed lower across the board on 
Hght liquidation and profit- taking with tbe Straits Tiroes industrial 
index losing 16.75 to end at 1,17138. 

BOMBAY — Share prices fell sharply on reports that a broker is 
finding it difficult to honour his commitments, brokers said. The 
BSE Index feu 5430 points to 1,18834. 

FRANKFURT — Shares fell 3.1 per cent on Gulf jitters. The Dax 
Index slumped 4631 to 1,475.87. 

ZURICH — Swiss shares dosed lower in light volume. Dealers 
said the Middle East crisis weighed on p ri ces and buyers virtually 
deserted the market. The all-share SPI Index fell 133 to 911.8. 

PARIS — French shares closed with heavy losses on Gulf jitters. 
Tbe CAC-40 index ended down 2939 at 1,606.23. 

LONDON — Shares dipped in late trading in respo nse to a retreat 
on Wall Street and Gulf worries. By 1615 GMT die FTSE 100 was 
113 down at 2156.9. 

NEW YORK — U.S. blue chips continued trading in a tight range 
in late monring, weak but off the day’s lows. Tbe Dow fell about 
12 to 2582. 


been dominant until now. 

The deal also gives cash to 
TWA’s Chairman Carl Icahn to 
pay for a bid to take over Pan 
Am and to buy assets from 
Eastern. 

American will pay $445 mil- 
lion for all of TWA’s facilities at 
Heathrow at Gatwick airports. 

Icahn said he made the buyout 
offer for Pan Am in a letter he 
sent Sunday to Pan Am’s chair- 
man. Thomas Plaskett. Icahn 
said be offered SI .50 per share in 
cash and another $1 per share of 
either a preferred stock or a 
promissory note. 

There was no immediate re- 
sponse from Pan Am. With 150 
million Pan Am shares outstand- 
ing, tbe offer appeared to be 
worth about $375 million. 

Tbe deal also had major im- 
pBatioos for United, which has 
increased its prese n ce in London 
recently and helped cut TWA's 
revenues. United will be facing 


American, much stronger finan- 
cially than TWA, on its home 
turf in Chicago as wd! as in 
London. 

Icahn said he was, reluctant to 
sell the London assets hut said 
TWa’s revenues in London 
have sagged in the past two years 
and expected further deteriora- 
tion in the future because of the 
competition from United. 

Icahn abo said he is con- 
tinuing to talk with his bankers 
and creditors in an attempt to 
buy Eastern Air Lines’ Atlanta 
hub and its Miami maintenance 
base. 

Icahn said, "our current 
agreements with American will 
generate additional cash liquid- 
ity which viO enable us to posi- 
tion ourselves for growth despite 
these extremely difficult tunes.” 
times.” 

Robert Crandall, chairman of 
American, said, "the assets 
being acquired today will greatly 


strengthen American's position 
in the L’.S. -London marker ?nd 
will enable cs to become a more 
effective competitor on both 
irans-Atlamic and domestic 
routes.” 

American is acquiring from 
TWA 40 takeoff and tending 
slots, plus three gates, at Chica- 
go's O’Hare Airport, as weli as 
gates at Orlando and Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida, and at 
Nashville, Tennessee, for 
another $70 million. 

"Acquiring additional Chica- 
go facilities reinforces our 
already strong commitment to 
O'Hare* and provides a ier.g- 
sought opportunity to achieve 
near pariry with our prim. :r\ 
competitor (United) there,” 
Crandall said. 

Chicago is a! reads .American’s 
second-largest hub after Dallas, 
operating 44& flights a da;, there, 
including its subsidiary Amer- 
ican Eagle, a com muter airline. 


Africans tie 
debt crisis 
to damages 
of slavery 


LAGOS (R) — A group of 
lettering Africans want to force 
Western nations to cased Africa’s 
huge foreign debt as compensa- 
tion for centuries of slavery and 
colonial exploitation. 

The communique of the 
World Conference on Repara- 
tion to Africa and Africans in 
tbe Diaspora said a committee 
would plan a campaign to make 
Western nations live up to their 
historical responsibilities. 

“A linkage exists between the 
debt crisis and the damage of 
slavery,” die statement said. 

Tbe 11-member committee in- 
cludes Jamaica’s high commis- 
sioner in Nigeria Dudley 
Thompson, black British parlia- 
mentarian Bernie Grant and 
Nigerian businessman Mosbood 
Abiola. 

The continent’s foreign debt is 
estimated t u.£2SQ. bi^ion. Subr ;i . 
Saharan African* countries ' 
account for nearly S15D billion of 
this amount. 

Nigerian President Ibrahim 
Babangtda supported the call for 
reparation in a message to the 


Algeria sees budget 
surplus and stronger 
growth next year 


U.S. agency estimates 
1,000 banks in trouble 


WASHINGTON (R) — Trou- 
bled U.S. banks will need about 
$4 billion in government help 
this year and about $5 billion 
next year. Federal Deposit In- 
surance Corp (FDIC) Chairman 
L. W illiam Seidman said. 

He estimated that about 1,000 
banks are on the regulatory 
agency’s danger list, although 
this was down from 1300 two 
years ago. 

The House of Representatives 
Banking Committee opens a 
h ea ri n g on tbe banking industry 
Tuesday to review a report from 
the FDIC stating that many of 
the nation's banks arc operating 
''near or on the brink of in- 
solvency.” 

Seidman said on NBC televi- 
sion's “Meet the Press” that the 
government is going to be about 
$1 bdlion short in finding the $5 
bflfion it estimates it needs to 
help ailing banks next year and 
that tbe banking industry, not 
tbe taxpayer, will have to come 
up with the money. 

“The banks will pay for it,” 
Seidman said, adding that reg- 
ulators were working on ways of 
raising funds from the banks to 
cover government costs of finan- 
cial aid to banks whose loan 
portfolios have twwv-d sour in a 
weakened economy. 


The federally chartered banks' 
problems are in addition to those 
that have swept the so-called 
local savings and loan, or thrift, 
institutions, hundreds of which 
have failed under the weight of 
bad loans, mismanagement and 
corruption. Tbe government 
may have to find as much as $200 
billion to bail out thrifts, 

Seidman said regulators plan 
to crack down on banks which 

award shareholders with di- 
vidends even though their profits 
have vanished in a wave of bad 
loans. 

Treasury Secretary Nicholas 
Brady, appearing on tbe same 
programme, agreed that U.S. 
banks were not “as healthy as we 
would like them.” 

Brady said that the U.S. eco- 
nomy was beading towards a 
significant economic slowdown 
but that a recession was “no big 
deal.” 

. “I don't think it’s the end of 
the world even if we have a 
recession,” Brady said. “We’ll 
-pull back out of it a gain. No big 
deal.” 

Brady said tbe difficulty is in 
predicting bow long the slow- 
down will last. Bur be predicted 
tbe economy will “return to a 
good, strong level some time in 
1991.” 


Brady called on Federal Re- 


to lower interest rates to help tbe 
economy. “I think there’s ample 
room for farther reduction in 
interest rates,” Brady said. “I 
hope be (Greenspan) will do zt.” 

Brady said further measures 
desig n ed to help get the eco- 
nomy out of its downturn will 
come out in February, but will 
not include more taxes. “Tbe 

president is not going to raise 

taxes in 1991, fiscal year 1992.” 

Economist Henry Kaufman, 
former managing director of the 
Salomon Brothers inve st me n t 
firm, said be expects stock prices 
to drop and interest rates to dip 
to close to seven per cent next 
year. 

Unemployment figures are ris- 
ing, Kaufman said on ABC tele- 
vision’s “This Week with David 
Brinkley, 1 ’ and could reach 
seven per cent next year. 

Michael BosJon, ehairaun of 
tbe president’s Council of Eco- 
nomic Advisers, said: “Tbe best 
guess is tbe economy will be 
reviving some time next year.” 

“Whether well have a reces- 
sion that lasts several quarters — 
it should be mild and brief if we 
do — or we narrowly skirt it, 
remains to be 
said. 


“The services of our fore- 
fathers in the American planta- 
tions were unrewarded mid un- 
paid for (while) exploitation of 
Africa during the period of colo- 
nial rule further impoverished us 
and enhanced the development 
of the West,” Babangida said. 

The conference statement said 
reparation, which included “ack- 
nowledgement, atonement and 
recompense,” was vital if .Africa 
was to end the vicious cyde of 
economic underdevelopment. 

Africa’s statement of claims 
would be made public in six 
months and the Organisation of 
African Unity would be asked at 
its June summit to take the case 
to tbe international community. 

The conference communique 
payment for past damages 
not without precedent. 


ALGIERS (R) — Fortified by 
higher oil and gas revenue from 
the Gulf crisis, Algeria projects 
a budget surplus for the second 
year in 1991 and substantially 
higher economic growth. 

The national assembly began 
debate Sunday on the 1991 
budget which sets spending 27 
per cent higher than this year at 
1803 billion dinars ($193 bil- 
lion), with revenue at 192.5 bil- 
lion dinars ($193 billion). 

The surplus is a sign of Alger- 
ia's improving financial health 
after oil and gas revenues, which 
represent almost all hard curren- 
cy income, shot up with world oil 
prices after Iraq’s Aug. 2 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

Algeria is pulling out of a deep 
recession induced by falling 
world oil prices in tbe mid-1980s 
that left the state with a gaping 
budget gap from 1986 to 1989. 
This year’s surplus was 


mated at 16 billion dinars ($1.6 
billion). 

The 1991 budget is based os 
an average world o3 price of $23 
a barrel, roughly the average 
achieved in 1990. 

Ali Kad, president of parlia- 
ment's finance planning commis- 
sion, told Reuters Sunday the 
national plan for 1991 forecast 
growth in gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP) of 4.7 per cent, up 
from 2.4 per cent achieved in 
1990. 

Tbe budget also forecasts a 
sharp increase in investments to 
revitalise tbe economy, due to 
reach 55.4 billion dinars ($53 
billion) from 46.3 billion dinars 
($4.6 billion) in 1990. 

Kad said tbe budget law also 
included a radical overhaul of 
Algeria's tax system due to take 
effect in 1992, including introduc- 
tion of a value-added tax 
(VAT). 


Washington to finance 
Gulf costs by borrowing 


WASHINGTON <R) — Presi- 
dent George Bush's chief econo- 
mic adviser, Michael Boskin, 
said Sunday that the government 
should borrow the money to pay 
for Operation Desert Shield, the 
U.S. military operation in 
Saudi Arabia. 

Boskin rejected demands in 
Congress that President Bush 
insist U.S. allies like Japan and 
Germany provide the money for 
the U.S. military force in the 
Gulf. 

“I think in general the best 
way to deal with it is through 
additional borrowing, tempor- 
arily,” Boskin said on ABC tele- 
vision's “This Week with David 
Brinkley," , 


He said the Bush administra- 
tion has not made a final deci- 
sion on what financing plan to 
ask Congress to approve to cov- 
er the costs of sending more than 
250,000 troops. 

House of Representatives 
Democratic leader Richard 
Gephardt Saturday criticised the 
administration for no: doing 
enough to get financial and 
troop support from allies. 

He and Representative 
Democrat Charles Sch urncr said 
allies had pledged only 29 per 
cent of the $37 billion estimated 
cost in the current financial year, 
a share they called woefully in- 
adequate. 
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LONDON (R) — Asil Nadir, 
chairman of troubled fruit-to- 
electronics conglomerate Polly 
Peck, was ordered to put up cas h 
bail of £2 million ($3.9 milli on) 
when be appeared in court Mon- 
day on charges of theft and false 
accounting. 

Nadir, arrested Saturday by 
detectives investigating his col- 
lapsed business empire, was 
given until Jan. 28 to provide tbe 
cash. The court also requested 
guarantees totalling £13 million 
($2.9 million). 


It ordered Nadir to surrender 
his passport and report daily to 
police. 

Nadir, a Turkish Cypriot-born 
businessman, built Polly Peck 
into a spectacular stock market 
succ es s before its collapse three 
months ago. 

It has debts estimated at £1.3 
billion ($23 billion) and court- 
appointed administrators were 
put is charge of it in October. 

Nadir was charged Sunday 
with 18 counts of theft and false 
accounting in connection with 


m 


the affairs of his company. 

Tbe charges were not read out 
court at bis preliminary 
before magistrates 
but prosecutor Loraa Harris said 
they were sample charges involv- 
ing about £25 million ($48.5 mil- 
lion). 

The Serious Fraud Office, 
which investigates corporate 
crime in Britain, has been prob- 
ing allegations of irregularities in 
tbe trading of Polly Peck inter- 
national shares. 

Nadir has denied breaking the 
law. 


Tunisia unions 
rej ect labour 
law reform , 
privatisation 

TUNIS (R) — Tunisia’s trade un- 
ion movement, in its first mass 
meeting os policy since 1985, has 
rejected labour law re fo im and 
privatisation of state companies. 

In resolutions published Mon- 
day after a meeting of its 500- 
member national council, tbe 
Tunisian General Labour Union 
(UGTT) said reforms proposed 
by the businessmen’s federation 
would have dangerous repercus- 
sions for the country’s stability 
and for the balance between 
soda! classes. 

Employer’s Organisation 
UTICA says the present law is 
too rigid and protects workers 
who do not work hard enough. 
The dispute is becoming a ma- 
jor political issue. 

The UGTT said after its three- 
day meeting, “the atm is to 
r es trict the rights of permanent 
staff, shamelessly exploit other, 
workers and reinforce the au- 
thoritarian influence of manage- 
ment... the national council ex- 
presses its rejection of this flex- 
ibility (in labour legislation) in 
form and in content.” 

The union said privatisation 
was part of a programme which 
had proved to be a failure, had 
led to redundancies in privatised 
companies and could produce 
new monopolies. 


Renault 25 V6 injection. Model 1988. Talking computer, full 
automatic. Price JD 5.000. 

TeL 638177 from 9 am - 1 pm, 624860 from 3 - 9 pm Mr 

Ma’en A! Mtsfleh. 



OUR PRINCIPLES... 



QUALITY & CUSTOMER FIRST 

Special rates for Embassies, Companies and subscrip- 
tions. 

Hie World for Maintenance & General Services 

Cleaning Services included: 

Muket : JD 0.350 per metre 


JD 5.000 each 
JD 19:000 per set of 7 


Carpets 
Sofas 

Curtains: JD 2.250 each 
Maintenance services incl. wall & furniture painting, 
electric wiring, upholstering, central heating, sets mainte- 
nance, fuminjre taking off, trans. & installation. 

Note: Special shampoo, anti-moisture and anti-decay. 

Jabal Amman, 3rd Circle, Tel: 612702 
Special offer for embassies, companies and con- 


INDUSTRIAL COMPANY 
in Amman - Jordan 
Requires 

SALES MANAGER 

Qualifications required: 

1) Jordanian National 

2) Age 30 - 40 years 

3) Holder of University Degree 

4) Minimum 5 years of selling experience in 
consumers’ goods. 

Qualified candidates are required to forward their hand- 
written applications with complete C.V. (including tele- 
phone numbers) to: 

Personnel Manager 

P. O. Box 1368 
Amman - Jordan. 

All applications wifi be treated in strict confi- 
dence. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 

FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, living room, sitting room, dining 
room, large kitchen with independent central heating and 
telephone. Also a large garage of 200m 2 . 

Located at Mecca Street behind Kan’an gas station. 

For Information call 823493. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

A family is looking for: 

— A man and his wife to work as domestic helpers at their 
house. 

Also for the same family 

— A single girl is needed for the same purpose. 

Please call: 6624S3 and 869395. 


WANTED 

Jordanian family wants housemaid. Preferring 
experience. 

Please call Tel. 644369/8 


CAR FOR SALE 
Duty Unpaid 

TOYOTA CEUCA COUPE 1983. excellent condition, STEREO. 
A/C and ELECTRIC SUNSHINE ROOF. 

JD 2000. Price by arrangement 

For more Information please call: Tel: 688151 ext. 223 
before 2 pm or 690620 after 4 pm. 


ANGLICAN CHURCH 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES IN ENGLISH 

20.12.90 (Thursday) 4:00 pm: Christingie Service 

for children 

23.12.90 (Sunday) 8:00 am; Holy Communion with 

Christmas Carols 
6:00 pm: Christmas Carols in 
Arabic/English 

24.12.90 (Monday) 11:30 pm:Midnight Mass 

25.12.90 (Tuesday) 11:15 am: Family Christmas Service 

Tel: 628543 
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Gorbachev fends off resignation call 



MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev Mon- 
day fended off a call for his 
resignation which accused him of 
insnhmg his country in the eyes 
of the world. 

The call came at the start of a 
10-day session of the Soviet Un- 
ion's supreme legislature which 
Gorbachev hopes will grant him 
tough new po we rs to save foe 
country from collapse. 

Communist depnty Sazhi 
Umalatova called for a vote of 
no confidence in the Soviet lead- 
er. “Mikhail Sergeyevich (Gor- 
bachev) has mo moral right to 
lead the country any more. We 
cannot demand from a person 
more than be is capable of,” she 
said. 

“Having disrupted the c ountry 
and divided the people, he goes 
to foe world with outstretched 
hands,” she said in a reference 
to aid pouring into Moscow since 
Gorbachev told foe west be 
faced food shortages. 

“Perhaps you favour this kind 
of charity, but 1 am deeply in- 
sulted.’' 

The resolution was excluded 
from the agenda by 1,288 votes 
to 426. But foe fact that 20 per 
cent of deputies backed the 
proposal provided an indicator 
of underlying discontent with 


■Gorbachev even in the largely 
conservative congress. 

Conservatives accuse him of 
foiling to take strong enough 
measures to shore up the eco- 
nomy and restore order in rebel 
republics, while some radicals 
say he is moving towards dicta- 
torship — a charge Gorbachev 
denies. 

Gorbachev wants foe congress 
to a ppr ove his draft of a new 
treaty regulating ties between 
foe Soviet Union’s 15 republics 
and foe capital. 

But foe treaty would stOl need 
ratification by each republic — 
approval that seems increasingly 
unlikely in key republics from 
Georgia to foe Russian heart- 
land. 

Rebel republics gave notice of 
their growing resistance to his 
rule, declaring fell or partial 
boycotts of proceedings. 

Deputies from Lfthuaaia re- 
fused to attend while rebel Baltic 
neighbours Latvia and Estonia 
said they would only stay for 
Gorbachev's report. Armenia 
and Georgia downgraded their 
representation on the congress 
presidium — its controlling 
body. 

Georgia and foe three Baltic 
republics have already said they 
want fuB independence from 


Moscow and wifi refuse to sign 
any new onion treaty. Gor- 
bachev, for his pan, says he will 
not allow the union to be spiff. 

The congress is also expected 
to approve new powers for Gor- 
bachev, intended to overcome 
deadlock in relations between 
Moscow and outlying republics 
and revive fixe economy. 

The Soviet leader, his five 
years of perestroika now under 
question, has promised a new 
“coalition” gov ernm ent in chid- 
ing politicians and technocrats 
from the republics. 

Gorbachev adviser Georgy 
Shakhnazarov told TASS news' 
agency be did not expect Nikolai 
Ryzhkov, prime minister for the 
last five years, to continue in bis 
post in a new cabinet. 

“The thing is that every politi- 
cian has some definite term and 
new people should come now,” 
Shakhnazorov said. 

Gorbachev’s most powerful 
rival, Russian Federation Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin, had said he 
would not co-operate with any 
government that included Ryzh- 
kov. The prime minis ter himself, 
accused by radicals of braking 
economic reform, has hinted his 
term may be coming to an end. 

Gorbachev may chose to dis- 
pense with hard-line Defence 


Minister Dmitry Yazov and 
KGB chief Vladimir Kryuchkov 
to win liberal support. But in 
replacing them he would also 
have to mollify conservative 
Communist supporters disturbed 
by foe loss of Ryzhkov. 

Conservatives and radicals 
appeared to agree on a need for 
tougher presidential powers, 

“Our political regime should 
be more authoritarian,” Moscow 
radical Sergei Stankevkh told 
journalists in the lobby. 

“The vote on the (no- 
confidence) proposal shows 
Gorbachev still has substantial 
support, so he is quite safe so 
far." 

Yeltsin, who sat alongside 
Gorbachev during the first sit- 
ting, smiling and talking, told 
rep o rte r s during a break he bad 
voted against the calling of a 
ire-confidence vote. 

Radical newspaper editor 
Vitaly Korotich said Gorbachev 
had won the vote easily, but the 
victory did not necessarily reflect 
foe measure of his s up port in the 

country. 

“The democrats are afraid of a 
Pinochet” Korotich said in a 
reference to the former Chilean 
military ruler. “Tbe right are 
afraid of something worse than 
Gorbachev.” 


C. American leaders condemn Rocket 
upsurge in Salvador fighting attack 


PUNTARENAS, Costa Rica 
(AP) — Central American presi- 
dents have agreed to condemn a 
new offensive by leftist rebels in 
El Salvador’s 11 -year dvQ war, 
Costa Rican President Rafael 
Calderon said. 

“We cannot condone the Sal- 
vadorean guerrillas’ unleashing 
of mdiscriminate violence, just 
at a time when an end to it is 
being sought through dialogue 
and negotiation,” Calderon told 
a news conference Sunday. 

He said the Central American 
presidents will make a concrete 
proposal Monday urging the re- 
bel Farabundo Marti National 
Liberation Front to resume 
peace talks with President Alfre- 
do Gastiam’s right-wing govern- 
ment. 

Cristiaxti made a plea earlier 
Sunday to the other Central 
American leaders to coridemn 
the 3 Vi- week-old rebel-bfien- 


Negotiators for the Salvado- 
rean go vernm ent and rebels are 
meeting separately with a U.N. 


mediator to try and resolve their 
differences since a series of face- 
to-face peace talks earlier this 
year failed to produce results. 

Tbe guerrilla offensive has 
dominated the meeting of four 
Central American presidents, 
who have also discussed econo- 
mic issues and plans to invite 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev to visit the region. The 
three-day meeting at this Pacific 
coast resort is scheduled to con- 
clude Monday. 

The guerrilla offensive that 
began in November and the re- 
bels’ defeat of some of tbe Sal- 
vadorean army’s most elite 
troops brought tbe Salvadorean 
conflict to the fo refront of the 
summit. 

Cristiani has asked his fellow 
presidents to condemn foe rebels 
for tbe renewed fighting. 

"Cristiani has said repeatedly 
foat his g o v e rnment is w ilting to 
meet with the rebels, but formal 
negotiations ended in September 
without significant progress. 


Colombian army captures 
houses of rebel leaders 


BOGOTA (R) — The Col- 
ombian army has said it bad 
captured another major guerrilla 
base, crowning a week in which 
it opened a hornets' nest by 
attacking the headquarters of 
foe country’s biggest left-wing 
armed group. 

The last of four linked bases 
high in the Andean mountains 
fell Saturday, General Luis Cor- 
rea, commanding the operation, 
told local RCN radio. 

“We have the last camp under 
our control,” he said. “It is 
where the chiefs of foe FARC 
(Marxist Revolutionary Armed 
Forces) lived.” 

After forcing down the lid on 
drug-related violence, tbe Col- 
ombian government last Sunday 
sent 2,000 troops backed by 
bombers and helicopters to 
storm the remote mountain 
headquarters of foe FARC at 


Casa Verde. 

The headquarters was a com- 
plex of camps equipped with 
schools, clinics, a printing press 
and theatre. Its fell unleashed 
the worst violence for months, 
with FARC guerrillas burning an 
airliner, killing police and 
attacking patrols. 

Tbe violence shattered an un- 
easy peace in Colombia since 
powerful cocaine cartels last July 
declared a truce in their bloody 
war with the state. It also dealt a 
blow to hopes that, with the cold 
war over, the government could 
reach a peace settlement with its 
veteran Marxist guerrilla groups. 

The army captured three 
camps last week and seized the 
fourth, known as “Hueco Frio” 
or “cold hollow,” Saturday. The 
FARC headquarters lay in thick 
jungle 200 kilometres south of 
tbe capital, Bogota. 


India, Pakistan to meet in 
shadow of co mmun al killings 


ISLAMABAD (R) — India and 
Pakistan, who Dearly went to 
war over a Muslim uprising in 
Kashmir this year, try again this 
week to bridge their differences 
in the shadow of Hindu-Muslim 
violence convulsing India. 

More than 200 people have 
died across India this month in 
violence sparked by a dispute 
over a sacred site claimed by 
both religions. 

Last week Pakistan conde- 
mned the attacks and called on 
India to protect its 100 million 
Muslims from Hindu militants. 

The issue is bound to be raised 
in three days of talks in Islama- 
bad starting Tuesday between 
senior Foreign Ministry officials. 
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But the core dispute remains 
the revolt in Indian Kashmir, 
which brought the two nations to 
the brink of their fourth war in 
April and May. Neither side 
expects a breakthrough. 

“The talks are not aimed at 
progr e ss or breakthrough. The 
talks are aimed at crisis control,” 
Indian High Commissioner 
(Ambassador) Jyotmdra Nath 
Dixit said in an interview. 

“As long as a dialogue is 
continued at a high diplomatic 
level our expectation is foot first 
ff would prevent controversy and 
conflict and second, however 
slow die process may be, ff will 
define small areas of agree- 
ment.” 

India was w illing to di«a«a 
Kashmir, he said, but would not 
alter its basic belief that foe 
former princely state was an 
integral part of the Indian union. 

Pakistan, which strongly sup- 
ports the Kashmiri “freedom 
fighters” politically, demands 
that the people of foe region be 
allowed to decide if they want to 
be part of Pakistan or India. 

More than 2,000 people have 
died in Kashmir since the seces- 
sionist movement burst into 
open revolt at foe beginning of 
foe year. 


Since then, there has been 
only private, indirect com- 
munication with no indication of 
what, if any, progr e ss has been 
made. 

In other developments, sum- 
mit participants said Nicaraguan 
President Violeta Chamorro will 
deliver the invitation to Gor- 
bachev to tour Central America 
when she visits Moscow in 
February. 

In their final communique, foe 
presidents are expected to call 
for international action to pro- 
tect the environment, 'elimina- 
tion of visas for diplomats and 
businessmen travelling in the re- 
gion, and strengthening the 
U.N. peacekeeping mission in 
Central America. 

Also a tt ending the conference 
are Costa Rican President 
Rafael Angel Calderon, Guate- 
malan President Vutido Geres o 
and Preadmit Leonardo CaSejas 
of Honduras. President Guiller- 
mo Endara of Panama is partici- 
pating as an observer. 

Romanian 
leaders 
undaunted 
by opponents 

BUCHAREST (R) — President 
Ion Diescu and Prime Minister 
Petre Roman appear undaunted 
by rising unpopularity and anti- 
government protests on the first 
anniversary of the revolt that 
ended four decades of Commun- 
ist dictatorship in Romania. 

Roman, In a Sunday night 
television interview, dismissed 
rumours that be was about to be 
removed by Itiescu, saying they 
stood shoulder to shoulder. 

“1 am side by side with the 
country’s president and parlia- 
ment to maintain political and 
social stability, peace and order 
for the people,” Roman said. 

"I shall not be moved by 
irrational fury ... let nobody 
count on cowardice from me.” 

Roman was speaking only mo- 
ments after Diescu, in a televised 
speech addressed to Timisoara, 
cradle of the revolution, de- 
fended the go vernm ent against 
opposition claims that h had 
betrayed the people’s hopes. 

“The Communist totalitarian 
system was liquidated, an abso- 
lutely new democratic way was 
created, the multi-party system 
is consolidating itself, the free- 
dom of expression and demon- 
stration were legalised, free elec- 
tions were organised, the 
peasants are getting bade the 
land,” Diescu said. 

Thousands demonstrated Sun- 
day against his ruling National 
Salvation Front (NSF) in 
Bucharest and Timisoara, where 
a bloody uprising last Dec. 16 
sparked tbe revolution that led 
to the overthrow and execution 
.of Stalinist dictator Nicolae 


Dissident leaders were hailed 
by the crowds and drew shouts 
demanding the resignations of 
Diescu and the NSF government, 
which took power a year ago and 
won elections in May. 

On Saturday, the six main 
parli a mentary opposition parties 
threw the government a chal- 
lenge by creating a noted front 
One opposition leader, the 
National Liberals’ Radu Cara- 
peanu, fainted he might win a 
role in a coalition government 
He said Diescu had invited him 
for talks Monday. 


attack 
wrecks 
EC offices 
in Athens 

ATHENS (R) — Two rockets, 
fired across a main avenue, 
wrecked the European Com- 
munity (EC) offices in Athens 
Sunday and wounded two 
women passers-by, police said. 

Tbe 3.5-mm rockets, a type 
used by the Greek army, were 
fired across (he busy VassaKsis 
Sofias Avenue in central Athens 
and caused extensive damage to 
the EC offices, police said. 

No one has claimed responsi- 
bility for the attack but tbe leftist 
November 17 guerrilla group, 
which has killed 15 Greeks and 
Americans since 1975, has such 
weapons and carried reft a simi- 
lar attack against si U.S~ com- 
pany in Athens last June. 

November 17, Greece’s most 
deadly guerrilla gro u p, said it 
attacked the procter and gamble 
offices in June to warn foreign 
firms against taking part in foe 
conservative government’s plan 
to seQ off state companies to the 
private sector. 

The same EC offices were 
bombed by another leftist guer- 
rilla group, the Popular Revolu- 
tionary Struggle (ELA), in De- 
cember 1989 and in December 
1988. ELA then accused tbe EC 
of being an “imperialist estab- 
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Greece’s conservative govern- 
ment, which came to power in 
April, passed a tough anti- 
terrorist law last week to try to 
Hal* regular bombings and kill- 
ings by leftist groups in Athens. 

Police said the attack at about 
9 p.m. bore tbe hallmarks of the 
November 17 Group. 

“It’s a miracle no one was 
killed,” tbe head of Athens 
police, Simon Papadoyorgos , 
said. 

Two rocket launchers were 
found in adjoining rooms in an 
empty second floor apartment 
directly across the road from the 
EC offices. 

“The launchers were con- 
nected by a high-precision cable 
and fired simultaiieousfy by an 
automatic timing device,” Papa- 
doyorgos said. 


Taj Mahal 
city turns 
into ghost 
town after 
riots 


Albania government opens 
dialogue with opposition 


AGRA, India (R) — India’s Taj 
Mahal city of Agra has become a 
virtual ghost town after at least 
11 people were killed there in 
foe Hindu-Muslim violence grip- 
pm g In dia. 

Nearly 250 people have died 
across the nation since Dec. 7 in 
violence sparked by a dispute 
between the two faiths o ver a 
shrine in Ayodhya in foe north- 
ern state of Utter Pradesh. 

Senior officials describe the 
violence as some of the worst 
since India gained independence 
43 years ago. 

In Agra, also in Uttar 
Pradesh, police spokesman M.F. . 
Sotanki told Reuters Monday at 
least 11 people were killed and 
28 injured in Hindu-Muslim 
dashes since Friday. 

Soldiers, paramilitary and 
policemen patrolled the streets 
and stood guard around the Taj 
Mahal, dosed since the fighting 
broke out. 

Tbe soldiers turned back two 
Australian tourists who tried to 
enter tbe grounds of tbe spark- 
ling marble masterpiece of 17th- 
century Muslim architecture. 

Tbe huge wooden gates were 
shut and an official said it was 
too dangerous to allow anyone 
inside the Taj, built by the Mus- 
lim ruler Shah Jehan in memory 
of his wife. 

He appeared to be referring to 
fears that Hindu extremists 
might make a target of the Taj 
Mahal, one of the few popular 
destinations left for tourists visit- 
ing India. 

India, whose foreign exchange 
reserves plunged in the Gulf 
crisis, needs the revenue from a 
tourism industry already hurt by 
separatist violence in another 
traditional attraction — Kash- 
mir. 

An indefinite curfew and 
heavy security kept most people 
off Agra’s streets and nearly 
every shop was boarded up. 

One official said the situation 
though under control, was still 
very tense. Police combed re- 
sidential areas for weapons. 

“Don’t give any passes to 
pofitkaans,” foe official told his 
subordinate, who was banding 
out curfew passes. .Political 
analysts say foe latest spate of 
violence is as much motivated by 
politics as religion. 


VIENNA (R) — Albania’s 
Communist government, in ap 
unexpected move, held its first 
talks with foe new opposition 
Democratic Party after troops 
and tanks were deployed to quell 
riots across the Balkan state. 

Gramoz Pashfco, a Tirana 
University economist and 
Democratic Party founder, said 
be and fellow founder Sali Be- 
risha met Prime Minis ter AdH 
Carcani for two hours Sunday 
night at Caicani’s invitation. 

“We discussed the current 
situation and events in the four 
towns,” Pashko said, referring 
to unprecedented anti- 
government violence last week 
in Kavaje, Shkoder, Elbasan 
and Danes. 

At least 157 people were 


“He said he agreed that our 
party is distinct from these hooli- 
gans,” Pashko said by telephone 
from Tirana. 

Carcani had promised a de- 
cree would be published later 
Monday formalising last week’s 
Communist Party decision to 
allow independent political par- 
ties for tbe first time since 1944, 
Pashko said. 

He said the Democratic Party 
would probably register with the 
Justice Ministry Tuesday and 
was likely to ask for Feb. 10 

parliament ary elections to be put 
back until April or May so that 
the opposition would have time 
to organise. 

Albania, Europe’s last 
monopoly Communist state, de- 
ployed troops and tanks last 
week when anti-government 
protesters dashed with police, 
burned vehicles, looted shops 
and attacked Communist Party 


The riots began after Presi- 
dent Ramiz Alia bowed to stu- 
dent pro-democracy protests and 
announced last Tuesday that 
Albania would move towards 


multi-party democracy. The 
Democratic Party was founded 
one day later at a huge rally in 
Tirana. 

Al banian journalists said die 
unrest seemed to have subsided 
at the weekend although security 
farces were still on the streets of 
the industrial town of Elbasan. 

Pashko said he and Berisha 
bad told Carcani that they ex- 
pected those* ar re s t e d in the riots 
to be given a fair trial. 

“If they are to be condemned 
for vandalism so be it but tiki 
innocent must not suffer,” Pash- 
ko said. 

Chief prosecutor Cbemal 
T jama told Albanian Radio that 
157 people bad been charged, 
with illegal assembly, looting, 
a tt e mpted murder and assault 
.and could stand trial from Mon- 
day. 

Official media have reported 
at least 16 people injured, in- 
cluding six policemen. 

Sunday’s talks with Carcani 
appeared to signal a change of 
heart by the Communist govern- 
ment towards dialogue with the 
fledgling opposition. 

Pashko had said earlier Sun- 
day that tbe gover nm ent turned 
down an offer by his party to 
cooperate in easing tension and 
accused it of trying to ddlay the 
move to democracy and ob- 
structing the party’s work. 

“We did not expect the meet- 
ing,” Pashko said. 

He said he and Berisha bad 
complained to Carcani and 
“asked him to create the condi- 
tions for us to operate.” 

These included provision of 
offices, equipment and tele- 
phones and access to officially- 
controlled media, Pashko said. 

Alia said last week that reform 
was irreversible but warned 
Saturday that “neither the peo- 
ple nor the state win allow.. .cri- 
minal activity.” 


Group gathers signatures 
for Aquino to resign 


MANILA (AP) — Opposition 
politicians claimed Monday they 
had gathered nearly two million 


dent gqrazcgn /Vqrrino resign. 
They said they would submit a 
proposal for an electoral recall 
next year. 

On Sunday, Mrs. Aquino 
brushed aside calls for her res- 
ignation before her term ends in 
June 1992. 

“Tbe call for the resignation 


of the president has no meaning 
or significance but are figments 
of the imagination of people who 
thrive on illusions,” Mrs. 
Aquino said. 

■ During a press con fe re n ce, 
leaders of the Cory Aquino Res- 
ign Immediately Movement said 
they had gathered nearly two 
million signatures, or 700,000 
short of the number required by 
the constitution for a recall mo- 
tion. 


Roh: Moscow trip heralds new era 


SEOUL (AP) — South Korean 
President Roh Tae-Woo re- 
turned home from the Soviet 
Union Monday, saying his trip 
opened new horizons for trade 
and possibilities for peace and 
unification on the divided Ko- 
rean peninsula. 

“Now that there's open a wide 


■1904, when imperial Russia 
broke off relations with Korea. 
The peninsula was divided in 
1945 into the Communist North 
and pro-Western South. South 
Korea and Moscow established 
relations last Sept. 30. 

During the talks, the two sides 
signed agreements on trade and 


road to Moscow, it is a matter of scientific and technological 

time there will be opened a road cooperation. Officials said talks 
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to Pyongyang (North Korea)," 
Roh said. 

“There will be no wall in the 
wide world blocking the walk of 
our people," the president told 
several hundred officials and 
cheering supporters waving 
white South Korean flags. 

Roh, the first leader in the 
history of his country to visit the 
Soviet Union, said he met Soviet 
President Mikhail S. Gorbachev 
four times. The high point was 
the signing of a declaration of 
“trust and cooperation." 

Roh's trip to arch rival North 
Korea’s longtime ally ended a 
diplomatic chill dating back in 


on providing more than $2 bil- 
lion in loans to Moscow would 
be discussed in January. 

Roh said the Soviet consumer 
market and the country’s abun- 
dant natural resources open new 
horizons for exports. 

He said the two leaders 
pledged to make joint efforts to 
establish peace on the Korean 
peninsula and in the Asian- 
Pacific region. 

South Korea hopes its new 
relationship with the Soviet Un- 
ion will end 45 years of military 
and political confrontation with 
rival North Korea and lead to 


eventual unification of the 
peninsula. 

“We (Roh and Gorbachev) 
confirmed our common belief 
that all things that were brought 
about by the cold war system 1 — 
confrontation and war, feud and 
conflict and walls of partition — 
should be consigned to tbe 
past," Roh said. 

In a news conference before 
leaving the Soviet Union, Roh 
reportedly said relations with 
China are “the last stepping 
stone for peace.” 

When the current trade rela- 
tions with China become nor- 
malised “a possibility of war on 
the Korean pcmnsnla, will be 
eliminated 100 per cent." Roh 
said, according to the South Ko- 
rean News Agency, Yonhap. 

Meanwhile North Korea’s 
official press Monday sharply 
criticised South Korea for failing 
to sign a non -aggression pact 
during talks last week between 
the premiers of both countries. 


Aristide poised to win Haiti elections 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti 
(AP) — Supporters of the Rev. 
Jean-Bertnmd Aristide danced 
in the streets early Monday in 
anticipation of a big victory for 
tbe charismatic leftist priest they 
hail as Haiti’s “prophet.” 

People turned out in laxge 
numbers in tiffs poor Caribbean 
nation Sunday to cast ballots far 
what could be the first free 
elected government in Haiti’s 
turbulent 186-year history. 

The elections were peaceful, 
though h amp e re d by delays in 
tbe delivery of ballots and foe 
opening of poll booths that kept 
hundreds of voters simmering in 
long lines under the sun, and 
leading some to charge fraud. 

No official figures were ex- 
pected to be available until later 
Monday. But tbe con s en su s of 
some politicians and observers, 
based on partial returns and 
talks with election officials, was 
that Aristide would win a dear, 
majority. 

If no candidate wins SO per 
cent of the vote, a runoff will be 
held on Jan. 20. 

More than 800 international 
observers were on hand, seeking 


to assure violence-free balloting. 
A November 1987 election was 
thwarted after 31 voters were 
shot or hacked to death by thugs' 
backed by foe anny. 

The observers praised the be- 
haviour of the army and police, 
who kept order and patrolled 
streets at a discreet <tistance : 
from polling stations. 

“This time the army has been 
equal to its task,” said Jean 
Robert Sabalat, president of the 
Electoral Council. “We have 
just lived together a great day in 
our history.” 

On Sunday night, hundreds of 
people celebrated foe victory 
they e x pected for Aristide by 
dancing in foe darkened streets, 
playing soccer, jumping rope 
and mimicking die crow of foe 
rooster, Aristide's campaign 
symboL 

Some Aristide supporters 
claimed foe delays in getting 
voting materials to the polls in 
foe stems, where Aristide has a 
huge following, represented an 
effort by holdovers of the 29- 
year Duvaber .dictatorship to 
sabotage the vote. 

Election officials attributed 


foe delays to logistical problems. 

“We’ve had a lot of help, bat 
not enough,” said Daniel Ber- 
nier, district election bureau 
director in Cite SokaL 

Some polling stations re- 
mained opened past foe 6 p.m. 
dosing time to allow everyone to 
cast a balk*. 

About 3 mflKoa voters, about 
85 per cent of tbe electorate, 
were registered to vote. The 
turnout wasn’t known but was 
thought to be high- 

Aristide, a 37-year-old fireb- 
rand who told the poor they 
were following God's will to 
fight for their rights, was one of 
11 candidates for president. Hai- 
tians also were electing a 110 - 
member National Assembly and 
local officials. 

A popular uprising overthrew 
Jean-Qande Duvafier in 1986, 
ending the repressive dicta- 
torship that began when “papa 
jdoc” Francois Dttvaber assumed 
office in 1957. But Haiti has 
since witnessed a series of c o ops 
and foiled elections «wi«i a cli- 
mate of terror fostered by for- 
mer members of tbe Dovafier 


family nwK ria, the Tonton Maco- 


Thugs attacked an Aristide rally 
on -Dec. 5 with grenades and 
gunfire, killing seven people and 
wounding more than 50. 

Observers from foe United 
Nations, Organisation of Amer- 
ican States and other groups 
mom to red the vote. Former 
U.S. President Jimmy Carter 
toured potting stations, inducting 
the Argentine BeHegrade Secon- 
dary School, where the 1987 
massacre occured. 

“We wanted to come here 
as a symbolic thing to show the 
people of Haiti that it’s safe to 
vote today,” said Carter, who 
was accompanied by his wife, 
Rosalynn, and daughter Amy. 

The new government will re- 
place the caretaker administra- 
tion of President Ertha Pascal- 
TromDot, a Supreme Court jus- 
tice appointed in March. 

Marc Bazin, 58-year-old for- 
mer World Bank economist seen 
» the favourite of foe U.S. 
embassy and the business com- 
munity, was considered Aris- 
tide’s top rival. 



BBC to launch 
World Service TV 

LONDON (R) — The British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) said ff would launch a 
global television network to try 
and repeat the wramngfonnula 
it pio ne ered with its radio World 
Service. It said BBC TV Interna- 
tional would offer subscribers 
around the world the same diet 
of drama, light entertainment 
■mi comment phis news bulletins 
and English program- 

mes . Tbe new service, to be sent 
by satellite, is to be launched 
early next year. Tbe cost of 
ignTTchrng a single half-four news 
broadcast would be £6 million 
($11.7 million), a BBC spokes- ' 
man said. “There is a great 
appetite overseas for BBC tele- 
vision,” James Arnold-Bakcr, 
drieve executive of BBC Enter- 
prises, said. “Add to that tbe 
World Service’s global reputa- 
tion for authority and reliability, 
aqd BBC TV International is set 
to be a major force in world 
broadcasting.” 

Scientists offer 
low-cholesterol 
egg products 

SYDNEY (R) — Low cholester- 
ol egg products will be available 
in Australia within 18 months 
after the discovery of a process 
which removes 90 per cent of 
cholesterol from eggs. ThaCom- 
monwealth Scientific and Indust- 
rial Research Organisation 
(CSIRO) said in a statement 
their process was cheaper and 
more efficient than overseas 
techniques and did not alter the 
egg’s natural qualities. “We’ve 
discovered a -non-toxic, n a tu ral 
compound which attaches itself 
to the cholesterol and forms a 
solid,” said CSIRO scientist 
Doctor David Oakenfnll by tele- 
phone. “Yon then separate tbe 
solid by centrifugal force, dry 
the remaining “scrambled egg” 
and put it in plastic sachets.” 

Rod Stewart weds 
model 

BEVERLY HILLS, California 
(AP) — Raspy-voiced British 
rocker Rod Stewart married a 
■fashion model less than half his 
age Saturday in a traditional 
church wedding, his manager 
said. Stewart, 45, married 21- 
year-old model Rachel Hunter 
in a ceremony at foe Beverly 
Hills Presbyterian Church. The 
wedding was followed by a re- 
ception at the lavish Four Sea- 
sons Hotel. Miss Hunter, who is 
from New Zealand, had met 
Stewart at a Los Angeles night- 
club, according to Stewart’s 
manager, Arnold Stiefel. Miss 
Hunter, who works for the Ford 
Model Agency in New York 
City, wore a traditional white 
drees and veil. Stewart, know for 
appearing on stage in skin-tight 
pains and spikey blond hair, 
wore formal attire, according to 
StiefeL About 250 guests and 
family members attended the 
wedding. Stiefel refused to re- 
lease the list, saying ‘it’s just 
close friends.” Miss Hunter 
plans to accompany Stewart on 
an 18-month tour of Europe set 
to begin in April. She wfll do 
some modelling while overseas, 
according to Stewart’s agent, 
Annie Cballis, who was maid of 
honour. Stewart reigned as one 
of rock’s leading male sex sym- 
bols during much of the 1970s. 

Woman falls from 
Soviet airliner, gets 
$50 . 

MOSCOW (R) — A woman 
passenger survived a fell of five 
kilometres from a Soviet airfiner 
and then won $50 compensation 
— for the loss of her baggage. 
Larisa Savffska plunged to earth 
from an Aeroflot plane after it 
collided in with a military 
aircraft. The Komsomolskaya 
Pravda newspaper said she was 
the only survivor when an AN- 
24 airliner and a military trans- 
porter crashed near tbe Offnese 
border in 1981. The incident had 
been kept secret until now. Tbe 
ne wspaper said Savffska was still 
recovering from her injuriei and 
needed to travel regularly to the 
cities of Moscow and Vladivos- 
tok. She had to pay the air fores 
herself. A photograph showed 
Savffska, apparently in her late 
30$, smiling as she climbed 
aboard an Aeroflot with her 
young son. The newspaper did 
not say how Savitska ‘had 
escaped death. There have been 
other recorded cases of people 
surviving falls from high aJSiode 
by freak circumstances, foe most 
spectacular being a 10 -lalometre 
fell by ariair hostess from a 
DC-9 airliner which blew up 
over Czechoslovakia in 1979 
aoeonfing to the Guinness Book 
of Records. 1 






